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Newport Beach, USA, Sep. 16-19, 2019
Working Party (WP) 4B thanks ITU-T JCA IMT-2020 for its liaison statement (Doc. 4B/151) on the invitation to update the information in the IMT-2020 roadmap. WP 4B also thanks ITU-R WP 5D and 3GPP for their liaison statements (Docs. 4B/152 and 4B/167, respectively) regarding WP 4B’s draft new Report ITU-R M.[NGAT_SAT] on Key Elements for Integration of Satellite Systems into Next Generation Access Technologies (NGAT).

WP 4B continued its work during its meeting in June 2019 and it has progressed on the development towards a draft new Report ITU-R M.[NGAT_SAT] on Key Elements for Integration of Satellite Systems into Next Generation Access Technologies (Doc. 4/64).

The input contributions received from WP 5D and 3GPP were considered and many of the proposed changes have been incorporated into the draft new Report (DNR). This DNR outlines the use cases and technical elements for which satellite networks can be integrated into the greater ecosystem of NGAT. One important improvement was the inclusion of a clarification that by integration of satellite systems into NGAT, it is meant that the satellite element of the end-to-end network can be seamlessly managed. It is therefore not about integrating at the RAN level. The term integration referred to in this Report needs to be understood as being between the distinct elements of a wider NGAT system.
With regard to the work of the ITU-T Joint Coordination Activity for IMT-2020 (JCA IMT-2020), we regret we were not able to provide input for the JCA meeting on March 2019, nonetheless we hope the JCA can consider this input for its subsequent work on the roadmap of IMT-2020 standardization.
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