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1
Introduction
This WI specified direct data forwarding per bearer during inter-system mobility between NG-RAN and E-UTRAN nodes in addition to the solution for indirect data forwarding specified in Rel-15 during the NR WI. 
2
Description
This WI continued discussions on direct data forwarding between NG-RAN and E-UTRAN nodes during the Rel-15 discussions on the NR WI. Direct data forwarding encompasses the following two main features:

-
While data forwarding between NG-RAN and E-UTRAN nodes in Rel-15 foresees establishing the data forwarding path via the EPC and the 5GC, direct data forwarding allows establishing the data forwarding path directly between the involved RAN nodes, without the need to interact with user plane functions of the EPC and the 5GC.

-
Indirect data forwarding for inter-system handover in Rel-15 foresees transporting to be forwarded user plane data between the NG-RAN node and the UPF via PDU Session tunnels. As forwarding paths on the E-UTRAN side are established on a per-E-RAB basis, the Rel-15 solution requires interworking functions at the UPF and the NG-RAN node in order to map per-DRB / per-E-RAB packets to the per-PDU Session tunnel and vice versa. Such interworking is not necessary in case of direct data forwarding. 
In the course of the WI RAN3 realised that direct data forwarding tunnel related information may be communicated between the NG-RAN node and the 5GC in a way that the inter-system handover signalling performance benefits from such approach, which was realised in the agreed CRs in [3] and [4]. 

Further, SA2 and CT4 where contacted to perform necessary work in their areas of responsibility [5].
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