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1. Introduction

This document is written to provoke discussion and decision on Rel-8 hNB for UTRA.
Presently, UTRA hNB networks are being deployed and the commercial launch of femto products are envisaged soon.

RAN4 and RAN2 have studied home NB UTRA & LTE aspects for sometime and the conclusions have been entered into the RAN4 TR and are expected to be presented and agreed at this meeting in Cancun. 

The result of the RAN2 analysis of legacy features is that there is not one good legacy method that can be used that does not have disadvantages for legacy mobiles in order to provide hNB operation. The result is that hNB deployment will have adverse effects on the existing mobile population and networks, causing (amongst other effects) increased mobility management signaling load and reduced battery life for all users (hNB or otherwise).
At the same time:

· SA2, CT1 & RAN2 have concluded for sometime a CSG concept which fulfills one of the main requirements which is necessary to avoid some of the legacy problematic aspects which both UTRAN and GERAN have not been able to resolve with respect to hNB operation.

· SA1 have decided to initiate a WI (Rel-9) on requirements for home NB (UTRA and LTE) which is to be completed by June 2008.

The Rel-8 hNB UTRA operation can take advantages of Rel-8 LTE hNB Stage 2 features and concepts (such as CSG) and thus improve the performance of networks and mobiles when home NB is deployed. The RAN WGs work shall be based on the scenarios and requirements already identified for LTE (36.300 - Annex E, F). SA1 should be involved in case further analysis on specific service aspects related to the above mentioned scenarios are required.
2. Conclusion
We conclude that Rel-8 hNB UTRA needs to have a set of Rel-8 WI for RAN WGs. Whereas Rel-8 hNB LTE is already covered in the LTE work item and we should task RAN WGs to draft the WIs so that work in RAN WGs for UTRA can proceed.

We conclude that SA1, SA2, CT1 & RAN WGs need to work closely in order to ensure that home NB (both UTRA and LTE) is available within the Rel-8 timescale. We suggest that RAN report to SA these concerns.
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