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1. Overall Description:

In the LS R2-032705, RAN2 once again raised the issue of coding of RRC messages related to GERAN Iu mode – UTRAN interworking. Specifically RAN requested to use ASN.1 coding of CELL /GRA UPDATE messages and in addition requested a possibility to recode the SBSS RELOCATION INFO Information Element using ASN.1.

TSG GERAN WG2 has again considered this request and came to a following conclusion 

2. Conclusions
TSG GERAN WG2 has discussed and agreed  that if the ASN.1 coding is applied to RRC UL CELL/GRA UPDATE and RRC DL GRA UPDATE CONFIRM message then it will be used in all cases, not only in cases of interworking with UTRAN. This means that the ASN.1 coding will be used by the network and the MS even when operating only within GERAN Iu mode. 

It is obvious that a number of Information Elements will remain double coded, since some of the Information Elements are used in other messages that remain CSN.1 coded. This is leading to a permanent risk of inconsistencies in the future updates to the 44.118.

With respect to SBSS RELOCATION INFO Information Element, our analysis show that there are over 37 Information Elements (in addition to the ones related to CELL/GRA UPDATE) that would need to be double coded. Double coding of such large number of Information Elements is something that TSG GERAN WG2 is not ready to agree therefore TSG GERAN WG2 propose to keep this IE as CSN.1 coded.

As a summary:

· TSG GERAN agrees to use ASN.1 coding of CELL /GRA UPDATE and RRC DL GRA UPDATE CONFIRM message in TS 44.118. TSG GERAN has agreed the CRs to 44.118 reflecting this change. 

· TSG GERAN believes that ASN.1 coding of SBSS Relocation Info Information Element is not feasible. Considering this fact, TSG GERAN believes that RNC will in any case require CSN.1 coding/decoding capabilities therefore asks RAN2 to reconsider their request to use ASN.1 coding of CELL /GRA UPDATE and RRC DL GRA UPDATE CONFIRM message in TS 44.118.
· TSG GERAN kindly asks to agree the remaining CRs to 25.331 without any further delay.

3. Actions:

TSG RAN WG2:

1. Note the decision of GERAN WG2 and approved CRs to 44.118

2. TSG GERAN believes that ASN.1 coding of SBSS Relocation Info Information Element is not feasible. Considering this fact, TSG GERAN believes that RNC will in any case require CSN.1 coding/decoding capabilities therefore asks RAN2 to reconsider their request to use ASN.1 coding of CELL /GRA UPDATE and RRC DL GRA UPDATE CONFIRM message in TS 44.118.

3. TSG GERAN kindly asks to agree the remaining CRs to 25.331 without any further delay

4. Date of Next TSG GERAN WG2 Meetings:

GERAN WG2#18bis
22-26 March 2004
Phoenix, US

GERAN #19
20-24 April 2004
Cancun, Mexico
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