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1. Overall description:

The ETSI Technical Committee (TC) TCCE (TETRA and Critical Communications Evolution) has initiated a Testing Task Force (TTF) dedicated to developing conformance test cases for Mission Critical Services (MCS). This TTF's objective is to develop conformance test cases (in prose) that target server-side MCS functionalities specified by 3GPP, following the test methodologies employed by the 3GPP RAN working group 5 (RAN5). There are ongoing internal discussions within TCCA (The Critical Communications Association) and UIC (International Union of Railways) to formally ask to include server-side conformance tests into the 3GPP RAN5 terms of reference and we assume that RAN5 is the best place to address these. Upon completion of dedicated Milestones as specified in TTF ToR T028 (attached), TCCE’s intention would be to forward those MCS server-side conformance test cases to RAN5, to be proposed for incorporation into the relevant 3GPP RAN5 Technical Specifications for MCS conformance.

The ability to demonstrate that MCS application server conform to the 3GPP standards will be of critical importance to all potential users, especially in the public safety and railways sectors. Thorough conformance testing will increase the level of confidence that MCS server equipment from various suppliers is conformed to the standards and will interoperate. This in turn will reduce implementation and rollout times and costs. Not providing timely test specifications, would ultimately delay the deployment of MCS. Further consequences are a delay in deploying MCS equipment paired with a loss of confidence in MCS as there is a risk that early implementations of MCS are not standard conform or interoperable as expected and serious rework may be needed to solve that. 
Server-side conformance plays a critical role in ensuring interoperability within multi-vendor MCS systems, as well as across interconnected MCS systems from various vendors and migration across systems in cross-border operations.
There is a high risk that proprietary implementations have to be or will be rolled-out in case no conformance tests are available.

2. Actions:
ETSI TC TCCE kindly asks RAN WG5 to take the above information into account.

3. Date of next meetings of the originator:
TCCE#64		23-24 October,2024		Sophia-Antipolis, France
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