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1. introduction
Currently several 3GPP CT6 specifications reference to outdated versions of the referenced ETSI SCP specifications. Therefore CT6 needs to update the references so that they point to the appropriate versions containing the agreed functionality for the release. Additionally to this TSG CT have given to CT6 the task to identify the referenced versions in at least the already frozen Rel-7 and Rel-8 specifications.
This document is a study on both how the referencing would be best done and also which versions the references should point.
2. Documentation of the references
Two alternative mechanisms have been proposed for the addition of the specific references: direct referencing via replacing the current generic references in the existing specifications with specific references and indirect referencing via creation of a new 3GPP TS to hold all external references from CT6 specifications that are subject to this update. 
The discussions in CT6 and TSG CT have shown that the number of supporters of both options is not negligible, as both options have been claimed to have advantages in certain specifications maintenance scenarios.

Direct references would be easy to insert into the existing specifications once the correct base versions for the reference can be agreed but need more maintenance work if changes affecting the references are frequent.
Indirect references via a new TS would require initial effort to create new TS and changing all CT6 specifiations that reference to ETSI SCP to point to that new TS instead, but less maintenance would be required for straightforward reference updates that do not affect the CT6 core specifications.

Both direct and indirect referencing methods would require that the base versions can be agreed, so in this respect both methods share a common prerequisite requirement to determine what are the correct ETSI SCP base versions for Rel-7 and Rel-8. Separate document has been drafted to analyse the reference versions that would be appropriate to use in Rel-7 and Rel-8.
The immediate task for CT6 is to determine and document the correct specific references for Rel-7 and Rel-8. Since both of these releases are already frozen some time ago and are in maintenance mode where only essential corrections of serious misoperation are allowed, it is expected that the number of changes affecting those releases in CT6 will be rather small. 

The CR approval statistics from TSG CT #45 already saw clear evidence of the low number of CRs affecting the Rel-7 and Rel-8 CT6 core specifications that make references to ETSI SCP documents:

	Release
	Total CR count
	Core TS CRs
	Change of ETSI reference
	Test case CRs

	Rel-7
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Rel-8
	15
	4
	0
	11


As can be seen in the above table, the frequency of the changes required on the affected releases Rel-7 and Rel-8 does not justify investing any extra work to mitigate the future maintenance work, especially as none of the above approved Rel-8 CRs affected the ETSI SCP references in 3GPP CT6 specifications.
Consequently, at least for the frozen releases Rel-7 and Rel-8 there is no justification to introduce indirect referencing and direct referencing mechanism is more appropriate.

3. Proposal
It is proposed that:
1. Specific references from 3GPP Rel-7 and Rel-8 specifications are done via direct referencing

2. If someone sees the need for indirect referencing in future releases, then the introduction of new TSs should take place via normal 3GPP working procedures, i.e. by starting a new WID to determine the goals of the work and affected specifications.
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