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*** Next Change ***
5.2.2.2
Usage of the HTTP PATCH method

The HTTP PATCH method, as defined in IETF RFC 5789 [38], allows for a partial update of previously sent data, e.g. resources. For a complete replacement of previously sent data, the HTTP PUT method is used. It is defined separately for each resource whether the HTTP PUT and/or the HTTP PATCH are applicable.

The bodies of HTTP PATCH requests either use a "JSON Merge Patch" encoding as defined in IETF RFC 7396 [39] if no modification of individual elements within an array needs to be supported, or a "JSON Patch" encoding as defined IETF RFC 6902 [aa] if a modification of individual elements within an array needs to be supported.

It is possible to allow both encodings in a OpenAPI Specification [27] offering both schemas as alternative contents.

NOTE 1:
In Rel-15 a single encoding will be selected for each resource as backward compatibility considerations do not yet apply.
NOTE 2:
JSON merge patch is not able to modify individual elements of an array. However, it supports the modification of individual elements within maps. Collections of elements can be modelled as maps, instead of arrays, if a partial modification using PATCH is desired.
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