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Abstract:	This paper proposes that the informal agreement from the CT#138e breakout sessions to no longer include separate .xsd files in the zip files for five Mission Critical specifications starting with rel-18 be validated and formally enacted by CT1.
1. Discussion
At CT1#137e (August 2022), the issue of continuing to attach separate .xsd files (text files containing xml schemas) with redundant content to various specifications has been raised and discussed quite thoroughly in breakout sessions that focused on Mission Critical specifications (see C1-224657). The discussions continued at CT1#138e, with a look at potential alternatives. The identified Way Forward in contribution C1-225636 section 5, acknowledges that “The comments in CT1 were in favour of removing the XML schema files” and recommends that CT1 makes a formal decision at a future meeting.  
According to the CT1#138e meeting report in C1-226307: “Is decided to take out xsd files out from .zip files of the specification, starting from Release 18. xml schema is already available inside the specification. The Chair will find details about the procedure of taking out xml files out of zip file of the specification together with MCC. This will be confirmed in face to face meeting in Toulouse.”
The issue was not raised in Toulouse or in several subsequent CT1 meetings, to give further time for potentially new comments, but none was received. As a checkpoint, looking at the current after CT#100 versions of the five documents under discussion, as of July 9, 2023:
· 24.281 v 18.3.0 has been published without any .xsd files (i.e., missing);
· 24.282 v 18.3.1 has been published with the file mcdataloc.xsd not updated (and thus different from the spec);
· 24.379 v 18.3.1 has been published with the file mcpttloc.xsd not updated (and thus different from the spec);
· 24.481 v 17.6.0 has been published without any .xsd files (i.e., missing);
· 24.484 v.18.2.1 has been published with the .xsd files and seems correct
It is now (August 2023) the one-year anniversary since the issue was first raised, so it may be time for CT1 to formalize and document a decision. 
As a summary background of the issue:
· It has been observed over several releases that the content of the .xsd files (containing xml schemas) often get out of sync with the content of the associated TS, particularly when there are multiple contributors to the specifications. It is common for contributors to forget to update the .xsd files when changing the xml schema in the TS, or to start with an older version of the .xsd file, as those files are not version-controlled or revision-marked. Efforts by rapporteurs and by MCC stuff did not seem to have improved the situation much. Unfortunately, there have been situations when CT1 and the TSG CT plenaries ended up approving the specs without the files or approving different versions of the same schema.
· The content of each .xsd file should be an identical copy of an xml schema located in a section (clause or Annex) of the associated TS, making the presence of the .xsd file fully redundant. An implementor who wants an .xsd file, can easily perform a “select”/”copy” of the xml schema from a section of the TS and then create an .xsd file and perform a “paste” into it. 
· As a note, the discussions in the breakout sessions covered only specs that the group was very familiar with and the recommendation applies explicitly to the Mission Critical specifications: TS 24.281, TS 24.282, TS 24.379, TS 24.481 and TS 24.484. However, it was recognized that other specifications may have the same problem, and the suggestion was that each rapporteur work with the main contributors to the document and reach agreement on an appropriate action tailored to the specific document. 
2.	Proposal
Proposal 1: CT1 to confirm that starting with Rel-18: TS 24.281, TS 24.282, TS 24.379, TS 24.481, and TS 24.484, will have the xml schemas defined only within their bodies and will no longer be released with accompanying .xsd files. The decision will be minuted in the meeting report and text will be published on the 3GU portal, to indicate that the absence of the .xsd files is deliberate, as implementors can easily copy the xml schema from the specification and paste it in a text file, thus generating an .xsd file. 
Proposal 2: Regarding other specifications that may contain same xml schemas, both in the body of the specification and in associated .xsd files released together with the specification, removal of the .xsd file may occur at the rapporteur’s recommendation, subject to agreement of interested parties and confirmation by CT1.
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