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Introduction

The Media Resource Function Controller (MRFC) and Application Server (AS) are described in 3GPP TS 23.228 as two distinct functional entities. See for example 3GPP TS23.228 subclause 5.14.

The normal means of communication between the MRFC and the AS is expected to be SIP, via the S-CSCF acting as a proxy. These SIP messages may additionally transfer SDP. Because the precise allocation of functionality between an AS and an MRFC has not yet been agreed, it is not yet possible to define either the SIP or SDP protocol in detail for this function.

For the purposes of 3GPP TR 29.847, it is therefore correct to state, as it does in subclause 5.2.2:

"the function split between the MRFC and the conferencing AS is out of scope of this document".

There is however text in subclause 5.2.3 and subclause 6.2.3 that states that the AS can includes MRFC functionality. This is untrue. The AS and MRFC are distinct functional entities that may be collocated, or may be connected by a proprietary protocol. This text needs correction, and that correction is the purpose of this contribution.

Proposal – 1st change

5
Protocol using SIP and SIP events for conferencing

…

5.2
Functional entities

…

5.2.3
Conferencing Application Server (Conferencing AS)

As the functional split between the conferencing AS and the MRFC is out of scope of this specification, the procedures are described for a combined conferencing AS and MRFC. The AS and MRFC may either be collocated, or interoperate using a proprietary protocol and a proprietary functional split.
For the purpose of SIP-based conferences, the conferencing AS shall act as a conference focus, as described in subclause 5.3.2 and as a conference notification service, as described in subclause 5.3.3. The conferencing AS/MRFC may act as a conference participant as described in subclause 5.3.1.

Proposal – 2nd change

6
Protocol using SDP for conferencing

…

6.2
Functional entities

…

6.2.3
Conferencing Application Server (Conferencing AS)

As the functional split between the conferencing AS and the MRFC is out of scope of this specification, the procedures are described for a combined conferencing AS and MRFC. The AS and MRFC may either be collocated, or interoperate using a proprietary protocol and a proprietary functional split.
For the purpose of SIP-based conferences, the conferencing AS shall act as a conference focus, as described in subclause 6.3.2. The conferencing AS/MRFC may act as a conference participant as described in subclause 5.3.1.

