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(reply to Tdoc TSGR2#8(99)g79/N1-99D56)
CN1 thanks RAN2 for the LS on using IMEI as a UE identifier for mobile terminated calls in relation to the emergency call service, i.e. using the IMEI as UE identity in the paging request messages. (This is now prohibited by a statement in the description of the paging request messages in 04.08/24.008.)

From a pure radio interface signalling point of view (in 24.008) there seems to be no problem in allowing IMEI as a UE identity in the paging request messages. However, CN1 has concerns about the feasibility of the use of such a feature and CN1 is not aware of such a service requirement, i.e. that it should be possible to initiate (from an emergence centre) a mobile terminated call where the UE is identified only by the IMEI. (Or rather a requirement to place a call to the Mobile Equipment (ME, i.e. the UE without USIM).)

The main basis for the concerns of CN1 include the following items:

· How is the IMEI provided to the emergency centre?

· Even if the emergency centre has knowledge of the IMEI (and the cell identity), there is no routing mechanism based on IMEI in the network that can route the call to the correct PLMN, location area and cell.

· There is no relation between the IMEI and any HLR or any other location management mechanism in the network. What happens if the ME changes cell or location area?

· Cell and PLMN selection criteria would have to be defined for the ME (not UE) for this case. Which PLMN to select? How would the emergency centre know which PLMN to use for the paging?

· Should there be a requirement on the ME (no SIM) to listen continuously to IMEI paging if switched on or could this requirement be relaxed (e.g. only immediately after a released/dropped mobile originated emergency call)?

Thus, the specification of the mechanisms that make use of an IMEI paging possibility has much larger consequences on other areas than those within the competence of CN1. It is therefore suggested that also SA1 and CN2 (in addition to SA2) comment on this issue.

                      














































