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1
Opening of Meeting and Chairman’s Remarks

Ms Susan Miller (PCG Chairman) being unavoidably absent, Mr Shuichi Inada (PCG Vice-Chairman) accepted to chair this PCG meeting.

Thanks were expressed to Sharp for hosting the meeting and associated networking event.
A welcome address was given by Mr Imamura (Sharp).

The list of participants is given at Annex E.
2
Approval of Agenda

The draft Agenda for the meeting was discussed and approved.  The approved Agenda is given at Annex A [3GPP/PCG#41(18)01].
The Chairman read the following Antitrust and Competition Law compliance statement to the meeting:

“I draw your attention to the fact that 3GPP activities are subject to all applicable antitrust and competition laws and that compliance with said laws is therefore required of any participant of this PCG meeting including the Chairman and Vice Chairmen. In case of question I recommend that you contact your legal counsel.

The leadership shall conduct the present meeting with impartiality and in the interests of 3GPP.” 

3
Approval of Report of PCG#40
The draft report of PCG#40 was presented and approved without further amendment [3GPP/PCG#41(18)02].

Decision PCG41/01:
Report of PCG#40 approved [3GPP/PCG#41(18)02].
3.1
Review of Actions

The status of the actions arising from previous meetings was reviewed [3GPP/PCG#41(18)03].  The following updates were noted:

A-PCG39/1 Organizational Partners and TSG Chairmen to consider what working method improvements could be made within the project in anticipation of further growth within the project [3GPP/PCG#39(17)08].
Mr Guttman (TSG SA Chairman) reported that TSG SA and TSG RAN had put in place a mechanism to identify those items which required cross-TSG coordination and that joint TSG sessions would be held where appropriate to ensure that the coordination is effective.  The mechanism that has been put in place can be found in document SP-180905.  The action was therefore considered as discharged.
A-PCG39/02 TSG Chairmen to consider what measures could be taken to limit the number of physical meetings being held and to ensure that sufficient forward planning of those meetings is in place [3GPP/PCG#39(17)08].
The three TSG Chairmen present reported that their respective TSGs had debated the meeting calendar and had agreed to limit the number of meetings planned from 2019 onwards.  The action was considered as discharged.
A-PCG39/03 TSG RAN Chairman, assisted by Dr Khatibi (ATIS) and Mr Blust (ITU-R) to consider what could be done to dramatically simplify the way in which 3GPP and the ITU work together [3GPP/PCG#39(17)17].
It was noted that this matter had been discussed within TSG RAN but the conclusions had not yet been documented.  This was expected to be completed by PCG#42.  The action therefore remains ongoing.
A-PCG39/04 IT Ad Hoc Group, under the convenorship of Mr Hayes (ATIS), to gather and consolidate requirements for improvements to be made to the 3GPP Portal and associated tools, and to present those requirements to the PCG.
The IT Ad Hoc Group had finalised their work and the results are discussed under section 8 of this report.  The action is considered as discharged.
A-PCG40/01 TSG RAN to document the role of “rapporteur” and the process by which they are appointed [3GPP/PCG#40(18)05 slide 20].

Mr Bertenyi (TSG RAN Chairman) confirmed that the rapporteur role within TSG RAN was the same as elsewhere in 3GPP and therefore did not need to be documented separately.  The action was considered as discharged.
A-PCG40/02 Mr Guttman (TSG SA Chairman) to document his concerns regarding the need to comply with ant-trust/competition law and to accurately report proceedings, where parallel sessions are held within 3GPP.

Mr Guttman (TSG SA Chairman) reported that after, a thorough investigation, he was confident that 3GPP practises were consistent and complete.  He saw no need for further investigation and therefore the action was considered as discharged.
A-PCG40/03 Organizational and Market Representation Partners to prepare to confirm their acceptance of the proposal that no update should be provided to the next revision(s) of ITU-R M.1457 at PCG#41.

The Partners confirmed their acceptance of this proposal.  It was therefore decided that no further routine updates to ITU-R M.1457 would be made, with specific updates being made only where there is a clear need to do so.
Decision PCG41/02:
No further routine updates to ITU-R M.1457 to be made, with specific updates being made only where there is a clear need to do so.
A-PCG40/04 Mr Barclay (ATIS) to launch a discussion on the framework for remote access to 3GPP PCG/OP meetings on the 3GPP_HODS list with the aim of drawing conclusions by end June [3GPP/PCG#40(18)30]..

Mr Barclay reported that discussion had taken place on the HoD list but documention of the results would be done taking into account the experience gained during this PCG meeting.  The action therefore remains ongoing.
4
Management Reports from TSGs

4.1
TSG CT
Mr Georg Mayer (TSG CT Chairman) presented a report of the progress made by TSG CT [3GPP/PCG#41(18)04].  
The report indicated the positive experience that had been gained in holding the recent TSG meetings in Australia, where the opportunity had been taken to hold additional informative sessions for specific audiences.  The additional sessions had been supported by GSMA and TCCA, both of which confirmed their satisfaction with them.  This led to the conclusion that 3GPP would consider similar opportunities in other countries where the cost-benefit was justified. 
4.2
TSG RAN
Mr Bertenyi (TSG RAN Chairman) presented a report of the progress made by TSG RAN [3GPP/PCG#41(18)05].  Within the report was information concerning RAN6 which had agreed to hold no further physical meetings in the future but to hold virtual meetings instead.  As 3GPP decision making rights are determined by presence in physical meetings only, all decisions would be made within the parent body, i.e. TSG RAN.  While the situation within TSG RAN had been taken care of, this led to a more general discussion on virtual presence in physical meetings, virtual meetings and the consequential impact on decision making within 3GPP.
Concerning virtual meetings and virtual presence in physical meetings, a number of comments were made concerning practicability in 3GPP, given the large size of many 3GPP groups.  Nevertheless, it was felt that further study should be undertaken to determine under what conditions virtual presence/virtual meetings would be practicable and the types of tools that would be required to support them.  Mr Hayes accepted this action for the IT Improvements Ad Hoc Group.
Action PCG41/01:
IT Improvements Ad Hoc Group to study the conditions under which virtual presence in physical meetings/virtual meetings would be practicable and the types of tools that would be required to support them [3GPP/PCG#41(18)05].
Concerning the consequential changes that would be required to decision making procedures within 3GPP if virtual presence/virtual meetings were to be introduced, Mr Hayes accepted to study that work within the 3GPP Working Procedures Group.
Action PCG41/02:
Working Procedures Ad Hoc Group to study the consequential changes that would be required to decision making procedures within 3GPP if virtual presence/virtual meetings were to be introduced [3GPP/PCG#41(18)05].
Also raised by TSG RAN were concerns about the late arrival of meeting invitations which had caused problems particularly for those needing to obtain travel Visas.  It was noted that there were occasions when late arrival of the invitation is unavoidable, where for example the meeting has been called at short notice.   However, the PCG agreed to strongly encourage hosts to provide the meeting invitation a minimum of three months in advance of the meeting unless there were extenuating circumstances that would prevent them from doing so.  
Decision PCG41/03:
Meeting hosts strongly encouraged to provide the meeting invitations a minimum of three months in advance of meetings unless there are extenuating circumstances that would prevent them from doing so.
4.3
TSG SA
Mr Guttman (TSG SA Chairman) presented a report of the progress made by TSG SA [3GPP/PCG#41(18)06].  There were no matters arising from this report.
5
3GPP Progress and Status of Activities
The Secretary presented a summary of the Features and Studies which are contained within those 3GPP Releases under preparation [3GPP/PCG#41(18)14].  The summary was noted.
6
Approval of 3GPP Work Programme

The Secretary presented a list of the new Features which were proposed for inclusion in the 3GPP Work Programme and those which were proposed for deletion since PCG#40 [3GPP/PCG#41(18)15].  
The Work Programme changes were approved.
Decision PCG41/04:
Changes to the 3GPP Work Programme approved [3GPP/PCG#41(18)15].
7
3GPP Support

7.1
Report of MCC Activities

The Secretary presented a report on the activities of MCC [3GPP/PCG#41(18)25].  
Dr Yang Zemin (CCSA) noted that vacancies occurred within MCC from time to time, informing the PCG that CCSA would like to consider providing a seconded expert to MCC when the next suitable occasion arises.  Mrs Kumar (TSDSI) also informed the PCG that TSDSI would likewise consider providing a seconded expert.
The Secretary commented on the inclusion in the 3GPP Working Procedures of reference to an “IPR Register” and that 3GPP did not have such a register.  Instead, there was a webpage which contained a series of links to the Organizational Partner IPR declaration databases, many of which were broken.  Mr Weiler (ETSI) noted the text in the MCC report in respect of IPR, confirming that the 3GPP webpage text and associated links indeed needed to be updated.  It was therefore agreed that three actions were required to improve the situation, namely: the Organizational Partners should validate the links to their IPR databases and provided corrected links to the Secretary; the Secretary should update the web page text including the corrected links; the Working Procedures Group should revisit Article 55 to ensure that the text reflects the manner in which IPR is being treated within 3GPP.
Action PCG41/03:
Organizational Partners to check that the links to their respective IPR declaration databases are correctly recorded on the 3GPP website and, if not, to provide updated links to the Secretary [3GPP/PCG#41(18)05].
Action PCG41/04:
Secretary to update the text concerning IPR on the 3GPP website including links to the Organizational Partners IPR declaration databases [3GPP/PCG#41(18)05].
Action PCG41/05:
Working Procedures Ad Hoc Group to review Article 55 to ensure that the text reflects the manner in which IPR is being treated within 3GPP [3GPP/PCG#41(18)05].
7.2
Marketing and Communications
The Secretary, on behalf of Mr Flynn (Marcomms Officer), presented a report of the marketing and communications activities that had taken place since the last meeting and the outlook for activities expected to take place during the rest of the year [3GPP/PCG#41(18)13].  There were no matters arising from this report. 
8
Working Procedures and Working Methods

Mr Hayes (IT Improvements Convener), presented the conclusions reached in response to the study undertaken on 3GPP tools [3GPP/PCG#41(18)21].  The following four recommendations had been made
1. Develop a user guide to help novices understand what tools are available and essential information to decrypt the 3GPP website and portal.
2. Speed up the 3GPP website, including and especially portal.3gpp.org
3. Develop a trial page providing consolidated information on a high level feature (e.g., satellites, V2X) that provides pointers and one-stop shopping on information related to a given feature.  It should:
· Provide one click access to information on the studies and work items related to a feature
· Provide links and/or access to information extracted from associated work item descriptions, workplan information, status information, feature summaries, specifications, CRs, etc. related to the feature. (The information included and its presentation remains FFS.)
· Should not require knowledge of the 3GPP program management structure or document structure in order to find information
· Be crawlable by search engines
4. Provide API access to the 3GPP database of information
· Expand the database to include all information contained in the work item descriptions.
It was noted that some of the recommendations went beyond IT and were more related to the way information is being organized and presented.  It was also noted that the budgetary impact had not yet been taken into account in making these recommendations.  It was concluded that MCC should review these recommendations and present their findings back to the PCG.
Action PCG41/06:
MCC to review the recommendations made by the IT Improvements Ad Hoc Group concerning 3GPP tools and present their finding back to the PCG [3GPP/PCG#41(18)21].
9
Matters Arising from ITU

It was noted that the following two documents had been approved by the PCG by correspondence on 21 September 2018:

Letter to ITU on the completion of the submission of LTE-Advanced toward Revision 4 of Rec. ITU-R M.2012, “Detailed specifications of the terrestrial radio interfaces of International Mobile Telecommunications Advanced (IMT-Advanced)” [SP-180916] [3GPP/PCG#41(18)07].
LTI on 3GPP 5G Preliminary Description Template and Self-Evaluation [SP-180919] [3GPP/PCG#41(18)08].
The following documents had been submitted to this PCG meeting and were approved:

LTI answer to Liaison Statement to External Organizations on the revision of Recommendation ITU-R M.2084-0 [SP-180917] [3GPP/PCG#41(18)09].

Decision PCG41/05:
LTI answer to Liaison Statement to External Organizations on the revision of Recommendation ITU-R M.2084-0 [SP-180917] approved [3GPP/PCG#41(18)09].
LTI answer to Liaison Statement to External Organizations on the revision of Recommendation ITU-R M.2084-0 [SP-180917] [3GPP/PCG#41(18)10].

Decision PCG41/06:
LTI answer to Liaison Statement to External Organizations on the revision of Recommendation ITU-R M.2084-0 [SP-180917] approved [3GPP/PCG#41(18)10]
Mrs Kumar (TSDSI) informed the PCG of the intention for India to submit a Radio Interface Technology proposal to ITU-R as part of the IMT2020 process [3GPP/PCG#41(18)31].  The purpose of this submission would be to cater for country requirements specific to India.  It was agreed to discuss this intention further within the Organizational Partner meeting scheduled to take place the following day.
10
Matters Arising from MRPs
TCCA

Mr Gray (TCCA) presented a report on the activities of TCCA [3GPP/PCG#41(18)11].  
5G Americas

Mr Pearson (5G Americas), while not present in the meeting, had submitted a report on the activities of 5G Americas [3GPP/PCG#41(18)16].
Also made available to the meeting were the following reports:
LTE to 5G: The Global Impact of Wireless Innovation [3GPP/PCG#41(18)17].
Small cell siting challenges and recommendations [3GPP/PCG#41(18)18].

5G-AA

Mr Flament (5G-AA) presented a report on the activities of the 5G Automotive Association [3GPP/PCG#41(18)22].  Also presented was the view that more could be done to encourage participation from industry sectors and that the existing MRPs could play a role in this respect.  This led to the proposal that a “MRPs Conference” could be organized to provide a collaborative platform for dialogue between industry sectors and 3GPP [3GPP/PCG#41(18)23].  After some discussion the conclusion was drawn that such a conference could have merit, especially if the focus was clearly placed on deriving commonality of technical ideas and requirements.  The MRPs were encouraged to pursue this proposal and to inform the PCG of the results.
GCF
Mr Nielsen (GCF), while not present in the meeting, had submitted a report on the activities of the Global Certification Forum [3GPP/PCG#41(18)24].

NGMN

Mr Holley (NGMN) presented a report on the activities of the NGMN Alliance [3GPP/PCG#41(18)26].  
PSCE
Mr Lund (PSCE) presented a report on the activities of Public Safety Communications Europe [3GPP/PCG#41(18)27].

GSMA
Mr Hutton (GSMA) presented a report on the activities of the GSM Association [3GPP/PCG#41(18)28].  
5G-IA
Mr Bienaimé (5G-IA), while not present in the meeting, had submitted a report on the activities of the 5G Infrastructure Association [3GPP/PCG#41(18)29].

GSA
Mr Barrett (GSA) presented a report on the activities of the Global mobile Suppliers Association [3GPP/PCG#41(18)30].  
11
External Relations and Liaisons

There were no matters raised under this Agenda item
12
Appointment of PCG Chairman and Vice-Chairmen for 2019

The Secretary presented the history of PCG leadership [3GPP/PCG#41(18)12].  
A working assumption had been made during PCG#39 (October 2017) that the PCG Chairmanship for 2019 would be nominated by TSDSI.  However, a recent change in the elected leadership within TSDSI meant that the nominee (Prof Bhaskar Ramamurthi) was now a person not familiar with PCG procedures.  It was therefore concluded that the nomination of Prof Bhaskar Ramamurthi as the PCG Chairman should be deferred until 2020.
When considering the situation for 2019, the PCG decided once more to appoint a Chairman and three Vice Chairmen as follows:

Chairman:
Ms Wang Zhiqin (CCSA)

Vice Chairmen:
Mr Luis Romero (ETSI)




Mr Seiji Nishioka (ARIB)




Ms Susan Miller (ATIS)

Decision PCG41/07:
Ms Wang Zhiqin (CCSA) appointed as PCG Chairman for 2019 [3GPP/PCG#41(18)12].
Decision PCG41/08:
 Mr Luis Jorge Romero (ETSI), Mr Seiji Nishioka (ARIB) and Ms Susan Miller (ATIS) appointed as PCG Vice-Chairmen for 2019 [3GPP/PCG#41(18)12].
13
Any Other Business

There were no matters raised under this Agenda item
14
Closing of Meeting and Next Meeting Dates

The proposed dates of the next PCG/OP meetings are as follows:

Spring 2019

Option 1
28-29 March
Switzerland

Option 2
24-25 April
US

Autumn 2019

Option A
w/c 30 September
US (if option 1 selected)

Option B
w/c 30 September 
India (if option 2 selected)

The final dates and venues will be determined in due course

There being no further business the meeting was closed.
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	N°.
	DECISION

	D-PCG41/01
	Report of PCG#40 approved [3GPP/PCG#41(18)02].

	D-PCG41/02
	No further routine updates to ITU-R M.1457 to be made, with specific updates being made only where there is a clear need to do so.

	D-PCG41/03
	Meeting hosts strongly encouraged to provide the meeting invitations a minimum of three months in advance of meetings unless there are extenuating circumstances that would prevent them from doing so.
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	LTI answer to Liaison Statement to External Organizations on the revision of Recommendation ITU-R M.2084-0 [SP-180917] approved [3GPP/PCG#41(18)10]

	D-PCG41/07
	Ms Wang Zhiqin (CCSA) appointed as PCG Chairman for 2019 [3GPP/PCG#41(18)12].

	D-PCG41/08
	Mr Luis Jorge Romero (ETSI), Mr Seiji Nishioka (ARIB) and Ms Susan Miller (ATIS) appointed as PCG Vice-Chairmen for 2019 [3GPP/PCG#41(18)12].
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List of Actions
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	RESPONSIBLE
	ACTION

	A-PCG41/01
	IT Improvements Ad Hoc Group
	To study the conditions under which virtual presence in physical meetings/virtual meetings would be practicable and the types of tools that would be required to support them [3GPP/PCG#41(18)05].

	A-PCG41/02
	Working Procedures Ad Hoc Group
	To study the consequential changes that would be required to decision making procedures within 3GPP if virtual presence/virtual meetings were to be introduced [3GPP/PCG#41(18)05].

	A-PCG41/03
	Organizational Partners
	To check that the links to their respective IPR declaration databases are correctly recorded on the 3GPP website and, if not, to provide updated links to the Secretary [3GPP/PCG#41(18)05].
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	Secretary
	To update the text concerning IPR on the 3GPP website including links to the Organizational Partners IPR declaration databases [3GPP/PCG#41(18)05].
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	Working Procedures Ad Hoc Group
	To review Article 55 to ensure that the text reflects the manner in which IPR is being treated within 3GPP [3GPP/PCG#41(18)05].

	A-PCG41/06
	MCC
	To review the recommendations made by the IT Improvements Ad Hoc Group concerning 3GPP tools and present their finding back to the PCG [3GPP/PCG#41(18)21].
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