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Introduction

Global warming, climate change, green agenda, sustainable development, etc. continue to be important.

3GPP has actually been addressing the ICT and climate change since its creation. E.g. the document handling has always been paperless! 
This contribution focuses on the electronic working tools in 3GPP and aims to i) inform that innovative electronic working tools are now available and ii) encourage the usage of the electronic work in the 3GPP technical specifications process. 
Many of they 3GPP Organization Partners are addressing the ICT and climate change in their own standardization work. E.g. The ETSI Green Agenda was a strategic topic for 2008 and its further development is a strategic topic for 2009. 
One of the key topics in the Global Standards Collaboration meeting #13 (GSC-13), 14-17 July in Boston, US, was the new resolution on ICT and environment; 

“ICTs and their use in environmental monitoring and energy saving across all industries and society in general.” 

In the new GSC resolution on ICT and environment one aspect is about the electronic working methods and its tools. [1]

In the latest 3GPP OP meeting, #20, the 3GPP OP ad hoc group on 3GPP Improvements reported on a set of recommendations. The recommendations on the Environmental issues (meeting related and standards related) were approved and two actions related to implementation were assigned, see below. [5]
“5.6    [P&P Issue 3-2] Environmental Issues 

Issue

Meeting related

We should minimise the amount of travel. Current electronic/teleconference meeting tools do not work well for more than about 5 delegates. 

Standards related

Most of the 3GPP standards are interfaces which are unlikely to have an environmental impact. 

Proposed Solution

Meeting related

Working Procedures already encourage full utilization of electronic tools. 

More intensive use of electronic tools in 3GPP requires further investigation by the MCC with the support of the TSG Leaders. This is proposed as [Category C] – Principle only. Detailed solution tasked to TSGs and/or MCC.

Standards related

As a policy decision the following is proposed as [Category C]– Principle only. Detailed solution tasked to TSGs and/or MCC:

"3GPP shall introduce a check list for the environmental aspects in the 3GPP specification process“

This could be put in the TSG ToRs, in the 3GPP Scope, or on the website.

Decision

It was noted that the term “check list” had yet to be defined.  With this observation the recommendation made by the Ad Hoc Group was approved. 

Decision OP20/8:
Improvement Action proposed by the OP Ad Hoc Improvement Group on Environmental Issues approved by the Partners.
Action OP20/7:
MCC and TSG Chairmen to consider greater use of electronic tools to reduce the environment impact of holding physical meetings.
Action OP20/8:
MCC and TSG Chairmen to consider implementing a “check list” within the 3GPP specification process to capture environmental issues related to 3GPP specifications, and/or developing specific text on the 3GPP website covering environmental issues.
ETSI would like to inform about the availability of and the plan for implementation of additional electronic tools in the standardization work [3].

“Tools for electronic working in ETSI standardization
· Telephone conference

· Ordinary audio bridge (ETSI HQ PBX)

· Available for 60 concurrent users max

· Next step: phone conferencing (Professional Service)

· Call-for-tender under preparation

· Will provide worldwide coverage (local call charge or free-of-charge)

· Webcast
· Ordinary Webcast

· Available since long time at ETSI HQ and GA meetings (audio/video one way)

· Next step: Webinar facility 

· Professional service hired from GoToMeeting

· Available soon: 1 license under negotiation for 1.000 attendees max

· Will show the speaker and presentation

· Web Conferencing 

· Professional service hired from GoToMeeting

· Collaboration tool
· Available at ETSI: 5 GoToMeeting (virtual) rooms (25 attendees each)”
Green Standards Challenge on use of electronic working tools for standards meetings
As a next step to the implementation of the actual tools for electronic working ETSI is addressing the usage of the electronic tools.
Work initiated in ETSI to define a roadmap for the use of electronic working tools in the ETSI standardization process including

· Guidelines

· Performance criteria

· Timescale

The intention is to extend this challenge to other standards bodies and fora.
2
Recommendation
ETSI invites 3GPP PCG to take action with respect to the ICT and climate change and recommends to: 

i) ensure that information is provided to the 3GPP leadership and the 3GPP members about the new electronic working tools and 
ii) encourage the usage of the electronic tools in the 3GPP technical specification work.
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