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I) INTRODUCTION

ETSI has discussed the submission of LTE-Advanced to ITU-R as a candidate for IMT-Advanced trying to figure out the most appropriate process to be used.

ATIS propose in doc 3GPP/PCG#22(09)15 a common text to be incorporated by each OP/SDO of 3GPP in their input to the June and October meetings of ITU-R WP5D.

It is quite apparent that the outcome of discussion in ETSI and the contribution from ATIS are very much aligned and complementary to each other. The purpose of this contribution is to propose an overall way forward to be discussed and hopefully adopted by each OP/SDO.
II) BACKGROUND
3GPP has agreed to make the following submissions:
1) An “Initial” LTE-Advanced submission (agreed at RAN#41 and submitted to WP5D#3 in October 2008)

2) A “Complete Technology” submission, to be agreed at RAN #44 (26-29 May 2009), for submission to WP 5D #5 (planned for 10-17 June 2009).

3) A “Final” submission to incorporate updates, additional specific details or feature additions, and the required self-evaluation that would be sent to ITU-R, to be agreed at RAN #45 (22-25 September 2009), for submission to WP 5D #6 (planned for 13-20 Oct 2009).
III) 3GPP PROPOSED PROCESS
Based on the outcome of the ETSI discussion as well as the contribution from ATIS (3GPP/PCG#22(09)15), it is extremely important to:
· Use the same process for the June AND the September submissions
· Ensure both in June and September that the technical content are based at each occasion on precisely the text approved by TSG RAN, without any amendment
· Ensure that ITU is aware that the Organizational Partners of 3GPP (ARIB, ATIS, CCSA, ETSI, TTA and TTC) are all together (as owners of 3GPP) taken to be the “proponent”
ATIS propose in 3GPP/PCG#22(09)15 the common text to be used by each OP as part of their inputs to ITU-R (either as direct input document in case the OP is an ITU-R member, or through the ITU-R Radiocommunication Bureau). The proposed text is in addition to any other specific views that an OP SDO wishes to provide in their input to the ITU-R on the 3GPP submission.
ETSI concur with the text proposed by ATIS in 3GPP/PCG#22(09)15 and invite all OP/SDO to consider 3GPP/PCG#22(09)15 very carefully since it also provides a very comprehensive overview of the process from an ITU perspective and it specifically addresses the completeness of submissions.
IV) SUBMISSION OF TECHNICAL CONTENT
The only element in 3GPP/PCG#22(09)15 probably diverging from the outcome of the ETSI discussion is how to ensure that the technical content of the submissions in both June and September is the one approved by TSG RAN, without any amendment (see second bullet in section III above).

ATIS proposes that Individual Members, who are also Sector Members of ITU-R, submit to ITU-R the technical material approved by TSG RAN, SA and PCG, following the time schedule agreed in TSG RAN. This is fully in line with the established 3GPP process under article 51of the 3GPP Working Procedures.

ETSI further develops the concept of coordinated submission and proposes to attach the document approved by TSG RAN to the input contributions of each OP/SDO (in PDF format, to prevent any changes being inadvertently made). 
This approach would have the merit to further stress that the “proponent” are collectively the OP of 3GPP. It is evident that the common text proposed by ATIS can be very easily editorially updated to reflect the incorporation of the RAN approved material as an Attachment of the same contribution, rather than the reference to a different document.

The same approach should be followed for the submission in June and in September.
