TSG-RAN Meeting #29
RP-050594
Tallin, Estonia 21 –23  September 2005

Agenda Item:
8.16
Source: 

IPWireless, China Mobile, TD-Tech, UTStarcom, CATT, Huawei, ZTE, RITT
Title: 
FDD uplink use in 1900 – 1920 MHz and 2010 – 2025 MHz?
Document for:
Decision/Approval

A request from CEPT PT1 has been made [1] to 3GPP to develop specifications for the use of FDD uplink in the bands 1900 – 1920 MHz and 2010 – 2025 MHz with the intention that the use of TDD in these bands would be withdrawn in some countries.  Designation of these bands for the original TDD usage or the proposed new FDD usage would be made on a national basis. A WI has been proposed [2] in relation to this request from CEPT PT1.

However, 3GPP is requested to consider the following 
1. A decision was taken in 1998 to have 2 fundamental (W)CDMA modes, FDD and TDD, in ETSI and in ITU.

2. Spectrum, has been designated by ITU on a worldwide basis for TDD

3. Manufacturers have invested money and developed products based on these worldwide and regional TDD designations.

4. Operators have invested money and have bought TDD designated spectrum and equipment based on the understanding that worldwide/regional TDD designations exist and based upon the status of 3GPP TDD as an international standard.
5. Co-ordination of regional and worldwide TDD designations naturally enables world wide and intra-regional roaming.  Single HCR/LCR TDD terminals are relatively straightforward, sharing a common RF structure and this further facilitates international roaming and provides a high degree of assurance for the TDD market; hence fair and reasonable protection of the investments made by 3GPP companies in this technology is provided.
6. An attempt to re-designate bands 1900 – 1920 and 2010 – 2025 on a country-by-country (national) basis as FDD or TDD undermines the fundamental principle of a worldwide/international standard and is thus in contradiction with the decisions made by ITU in 1998.  This makes any market for TDD less certain and hinders the ability of a TDD terminal to roam internationally or within a designated region, when the availability of TDD spectrum is removed in some areas.  This has the potential to devalue existing spectrum currently designated, sold or being used for TDD and the legitimate commercial interests of those involved in 3GPP TDD technologies are compromised.
7. TDD is a maturing and continually evolving technology which has demonstrated high levels of performance and flexibility, particularly for asymmetric packet-based data services.  In light of the above-mentioned detrimental aspects of the proposed removal of a ubiquitous designation of TDD spectrum, companies involved in this technology within 3GPP do not consider this proposal to be sufficiently bilateral to warrant acceptance.
Recommendations
· No Work Item should be approved in response to the liaison from CEPT
· 3GPP should instead remind CEPT PTI of points 1 through 7 and point out that such a proposed fundamental change in principle needs to be raised in ITU.
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