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1. Discussion on Timing
It is proposed in OP#49(23)09 that 3GPP announces in June 2023 that “3GPP is the place where the next ‘G’ of mobile communication systems standards should be developed”.
ATIS thanks the 3GPP Marcomms Officer for raising this  opportunity and supports the goal of having 3GPP as the lead for development of IMT-2030 (“6G”) specifications. However, ATIS believes that the timing of this announcement should be carefully considered.
The primary arguments in favor of making such a 3GPP announcement in June 2023 are:
1) This announcement can be connected to the targeted publication of the ITU IMT-2030 Vision Recommendation. However, it is unclear at this juncture that the ITU will achieve its planned publication date for this document, or that this stage of the ITU process necessarily benefits from any action by 3GPP.
2) That it can prevent fragmentation in the 6G standards space by discouraging other groups from creating parallel or competing initiatives. While this is a valid goal, ATIS is not aware of any specific intent by other groups to become active in IMT-2030 standards.
ATIS agrees that 3GPP is the place where the 6G specification should be developed but ATIS has further consideration on the timing of this announcement. An announcement in June 2023 may be not be the best timing because:
1) Such an announcement will distract from the important priority work that 3GPP is doing on 5G-Advanced, including the Release 19 prioritization workshops taking place in June and risks shifting the attention of the media and analysts, to 6G at a time when the industry goal should be to further the adoption of 5G and 5G-Advanced technology.
2) The announcement will be well ahead of any detailed 3GPP activity on 6G (not expected before early 2024). The announcement will have no timely follow-up or actionable information that can be delivered to the press and commentators. It will simply be a declaration that 3GPP will be the home of 6G. Such a statement could invite unwanted interpretations and questions. 
2. Proposal

ATIS proposes that PCG/OP does not recommend any announcement in June, but we work towards making an announcement later in 2023 when it will be more impactful. We believe this will be better timing for 3GPP and the broader global industry as it continues to focus on the vibrancy of the 5G marketplace. 
	


