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0 Preface

The SWG-B General RG deals with

· organisational and other non-technical aspects of the SWG;
· all technical aspects that cannot be attributed to one of the SWG-B rapporteur groups (Bearer/Service/IMS Charging).  This item mainly encompasses the OCS work (TR 32.815 and TS 32.296);
· cross-rapporteur group technical items, i.e. covering more than one of the RGs.  This item encompasses the overall charging architecture (TS 32.240), the work on the Bx interface (TS 32.297) and the global CDR parameter and syntax description (TS 32.298).
1 Call to order

The meeting was called to order at 16:10 hrs local time on Monday 10th May, 2004.

2 Participant registration

10 delegates attended the meeting.  The list of participants can be found in Annex C.

3 Approval of the agenda / timeline
The agenda/timeline of the overall SWG-B meeting (including all RGs) was agreed as proposed in S5-044300.  As usual, adaptations of the SWG-B timeline during the meeting will be possible at the group’s discretion.

4 Registration of Documents

Contributions that were broached and closed during this meeting are highlighted in green in the tables below.  Documents that were discussed but not closed are highlighted in grey.  Discussion and conclusions of all such highlighted documents are presented in section 7 of this report.

Non-highlighted documents have not been broached at all during the meeting, implying that no discussion of these documents is found in section 7.

4.1 Input Documents

	Tdoc
	Title / Subject
	Source
	Section

	S5-044203
	SWG-B #37 plenary report
	Chair
	5, 5.1.x

	S5-044249
	Rel-6 TS 32.240-140 Charging architecture and principles
	SWG-B
	7.1.1

	S5-044316
	S5-040318 Work_Plan_3gpp_Rel6
	MCC
	8.1

	S5-044319
	TS 32.296 OCS v1.3
	Amdocs
	7.3

	S5-044325
	Rel-6 TS 32.298 Additional parameter definitions
	Siemens AG
	7.1.2

	S5-044328
	OCS - TS32.296 CR
	T-Mobile
	7.3

	S5-044329
	Rel-6 32.240 Amendments to 32.240 v1.4.0 (Chapters 4 & 5)
	Nokia
	7.1.1

	S5-044333
	Middle Tier TS Template
	T-Mobile
	7.4.2

	S5-044337
	Rel-6 32.298 LCS CDRs parameter description
	Orange
	7.1.2


4.2 Output Documents to the SA5 plenary

	Tdoc
	Title / Subject
	Source
	Section

	S5-044346
	Updated SWG-B work items
	SWG-B
	8.1


4.3 Other Input Documents

None.

4.4 Other Output Documents

The following documents have been produced during the meeting.  All are outputs of the review and discussion of the respective input contributions.  See sections listed in the table below for details.

	Tdoc
	Title / Subject
	Source
	Section

	S5-044325r2
	Rel-6 TS 32.298 Additional parameter definitions
	SWG-B
	7.1.2

	S5-044328r1
	OCS - TS32.296 CR
	SWG-B
	7.3

	S5-044337r2
	Rel-6 32.298 LCS CDRs parameter description
	SWG-B
	7.1.2

	S5-044344
	Agreements on S5-044329
	SWG-B
	7.1.1

	S5-044345
	Rel-6 TS 32.240-150 Charging architecture and principles
	SWG-B
	7.1.1

	S5-044347
	TS 32.296 OCS v1.4.0
	SWG-B
	7.3


5 Review of the last meeting report

The last meeting report from the SWG-B plenary can be found in S5-044203.  It was agreed without changes.

5.1 Action items from the last meeting

5.1.1 T-Mobile and Amdocs to update the parameter and message definitions
This work is progressing according to schedule – new contributions have been received in S5-044319 and S5-044328.  These are discussed in detail in subsection 7.3 of this report.  This AI is kept open to keep track of the progress and achievements.
5.1.2 T-Mobile to create and distribute S5-044250 before the end of next week
The document was already provided during the last meeting.  The AI is closed.
5.1.3 SWG-B vice chair to investigate meeting arrangements for SWG-B#39bis
See section 7.4.1 for details on this activity.  The AI is closed.
5.1.4 All to notify the SWG-B vice chair by the end of next week if they plan to attend SWG-B#39bis
Delegates’ notifications were sent as requested.  The AI is closed.
5.1.5 T-Mobile to include changes from S5-044228r1 into the next version of the middle tier TS template
Postponed to the next meeting due to lack of resources.  The AI is open.
5.2 Requests for SA5 action from the last meeting

None, as the last meeting did not have a SA5 plenary session.
6 Liaisons with other groups

6.1 Incoming Liaisons

None.
6.2 Outgoing Liaisons

None.
7 Discussion of agenda items and contributions

This section presents the SWG-B plenary discussions and decisions on contributions pertaining to the agenda as specified in sections 3 and 4 of this report.

7.1 Rel-6 Feature “Charging Management”
7.1.1 Draft Rel-6 TS 32.240

S5-044249.  Rel-6 TS 32.240-140 Charging architecture and principles.
This is the current version of the TS from the last meeting.  Its status is unchanged with respect to meeting SA5#37bis (see report in S5-044203), which implies that there are still several changes in clauses 5ff that have not been discussed.  The following conclusions and agreements were reached concerning these proposals.
· The changes in clause 5.1.1 were accepted, however, it was agreed that updates are needed to reflect the intention of this paragraph.  It was agreed that clause 5.1.1 shall describe the data generation in the network elements identically for both offline and online charging, and additionally the CDR generation on the CDF.
· The currently empty subclause 5.1.2 shall specify the information flow for both online and offline charging based on the definition / specification of the reference points in clause 4.  It was also clarified that TS 32.240 shall describe reference points only and point to the stage 3 protocol description in TSs 32.29x for the case where the reference points are implemented as physical interfaces.

· The changes in 5.1.3 and 5.1.4 were agreed.  It was clarified that subclause 5.1.4 must be generalised to cover not only offline charging but also online charging.
· It was agreed to add OCS aspects (e.g. OCS CDRs) in section 5.2, however as there is no text proposal currently available only an editor’s note was added.  Otherwise, all changes in clause 5.2.x were accepted.  Cleanup of this (partly CS dominated) text will occur in a later version of the TS.
· The header of clause 5.2.3 was changed from “Settlements of Charges” to “Inter-operator settlement of Charges” in order to exclude subscriber charges which are described in their own subclause.
· An editor’s note was added to clause 6 that the diagrams will be replaced by references to the middle tier and architecture TSs once their intended transfer to the middle tier TSs is complete.

· All changes in clause 6 were also accepted.
· Some clarifications were made to the CAMEL related statement in clause 6.1.

· The removal of the following clauses was agreed as per earlier group decisions.  This removal is due to the fact that the material is already moved to other clauses in the revised TS structure, or to the middle tier TSs.

Closed.  A new version of TS 32.240, including the above changes and those agreed for S5-044329 (following below) was created as S5-044345.
S5-044329.  Rel-6 32.240 Amendments to 32.240 v1.4.0 (Chapters 4 & 5).
This document proposes several amendments to TS 32.240.  The group concluded on these proposals as follows:
· The removal of subclauses 4.1.1.x was agreed as these already exist in clause 5

· The change in clause 4.1.2 were accepted with some amendments, leading to the acceptance of the deletion of subclause 4.2.1.1.  The addition of the word “credit” was not considered needed / useful and was therefore rejected.

· There was no agreement on the proposal to remove clause 4.5 and integrate it into 4.3 as appropriate.  Further streamlining of these clauses was agreed, but it will be left to the TS editor to make a proposal in his next version.
· The text in 5.1.1 will be used as input for the work described for the respective clause in S5-044249 above.
· The newly proposed subclause 5.1.2 caused an update to the online architecture figure in subclause 4.3.2 of the TS.  The proposed text will also be used as input to further describe the revised figure.

· In conjunction with the decision on subclause 5.1.4 on S5-044249, the proposal on this subclause was not applicable any more.
Closed.  The above agreements are included in the new version of TS 32.240 (S5-044345).

This part of the Rel-6 charging work remains on schedule.

7.1.2 Draft Rel-6 TS 32.298

S5-044325 “Rel-6 TS 32.298 Additional parameter definitions”.
This document proposes the addition of parameters to TS 32.298 due to additions to the CDRs specified in TS 32.270.  The MMS related issues were discussed in the SC RG and agreed with modifications, creating S5-044325r1.  The General RG needs to look at the ASN.1 and formalities related to TS 32.298 (if any) only.
With the correction of an error (the to-be-removed message size in the MMR1Rt record was not shown), revision 2 was created.  It was then agreed that the ASN.1 was properly matching the parameters, and generally, that the proposal was suitable for inclusion into the next version of TS 32.298.

Closed, agreed.  Revision 2 of this Tdoc will be implemented into the next version of TS 32.298.

S5-044337 “Rel-6 32.298 LCS CDRs parameter description

This document proposes the addition of parameters to TS 32.298 due to additions to the CDRs specified in TS 32.271.  The LCS related issues were discussed in the SC RG and agreed with modifications, creating S5-044337r1.  The General RG needs to look at the ASN.1 and formalities related to TS 32.298 (if any) only.

The following changes and corrections were made:

· Change the OID from “…mms…” to “…lcs…” in 5.2.4.2;

· Add editor’s notes concerning the references to OMA-LIF-MLP – this reference can only be used if the document is freely available;
· In addition, it needs to be checked whether the reference is to an OMA LIF or OMA LOC specification.
With the above changes, revision 2 of S5-044337 was created.  It was then agreed that the ASN.1 was properly matching the parameters, and generally, that the proposal was suitable for inclusion into the next version of TS 32.298.
Closed, agreed.  Revision 2 of this Tdoc will be implemented into the next version of TS 32.298.

This part of the Rel-6 charging work remains on schedule.

7.2 Rel-6 WT “Interfaces to Billing Domain, Bx”
The TS was approved by SA at TSG meeting #23.  Version 6.0.0 of the TS can be found on the 3GPP server.

The remaining open items are documented in the report from the last meeting and inline in the TS as well as on the TS submission cover sheet in S5-044155.  CRs to close these gaps are expected in the next few meetings.
WT completion is on schedule.
7.3 Rel-6 WT “Online Charging System – Rating Application”
S5-044328 “OCS TS 32.296 – CR”.

This contribution proposes a number of changes to TS 32.296v1.2.0.  The changes were agreed with the follolwing exceptions.
· The removal of AoC from the “PriceRequest” description in subclause 6.1.1.1 was rejected.  However, it was agreed that AoC is an open issue, requiring further work (in both online and offline charging).

· The addition of the new text at the end of 6.2. was agreed after some editorial changes.
· In the “PriceRequest” table in subclause 7.2.2, the “size” and “QoS” are removed, instead a “ServiceInformation” (to be defined in the middle tiers and formally specified in 32.298/9) was introduced.

· In the same table, the “destination” was changed to allow multiple occurrences.

· A note was added to check the applicability of the NAI for 3GPP (“SubscriberID” table in 7.2.2).
· The (W-)APN was added to the “Destination” table in 7.2.2.
· The introduction of the “CounterType” in the “Counter” definition was not agreed.  An editor’s note was added that the addition of such a parameter is ffs.
· Add an editor’s note for the “Counter” definition that the field “DebitFlag” is subject to further clarification.
· The same modifications as in subclause 7.2.2 were also applied in subclause 7.2.3, as far as applicable.
With the above agreements, revision 1 of S5-044328 was created.  It will be included into the next version of the TS in S5-044347 (see below).

Closed.  The agreed proposals of S5-044328r1, as listed above, will be incorporated into S5-044347.

S5-044319 “OCS – TS 32.296 v1.3”.

This contribution contains a new draft of TS 32.296, based on S5-044250.  The changes were agreed with the following exceptions and modifications.
· The editor’s note in 6.1.1.2 was rephrased and not deleted.

· In the flow description underneath figure 6-10 (and various other occurrences in the new text added to this version of the TS), “balance” was replaced by “account balance”; furthermore, “and the available account balance” was added at the end of step 5 below figure 6-10.
· Replace every occurrence of “time switch” with “tariff switch” (e.g. in subclause 6.2.2.2).
· In the first new paragraph in 6.2.2.2, a clarification “in the BCF/SCF was added in the second sentence before the bracket.  In the second new paragraph, sections of the text were rephrased for the purpose of clarity.
· In subclause 6.2.2.2, addition of an editor’s note that handling of excess reservation in the tariff switch scenario needs further study.
· In 6.2.2.3, the first two and the last sentences of the 3rd paragraph were not accepted.  The remaining text was adapted to the removal of the above three sentences.

· Another rephrasing for the sake of clarity occurred in the seconf to last paragraph of subclause 6.2.2.3.
· An editor’s note was added at the end of 6.2.2.3 to further explain the handling of multiple tariff switches.  Also, the second editor’s note was not deleted as proposed in the document, only the text in brackets was removed.
· In the “TariffRequest” table in subclause 7.2.3, the parameter “ConsumedUnitsBeforeTariffSwitch” was renamed to “ConsumedUnits”, containing the total number of such units.  These same changes were also made in the respective table in subclause 7.2.4.
· In 7.2.4, addition of an editor’s note under the “ServiceUsageResponse” table, saying that parameters for (multiple) tariff switch handling must be added.
Some other editorial changes and clarifications were also made.  Additionally, the first editor’s note under the table in clause 6.2. was deleted.  The document was then agreed, and T-Mobile will add the agreements documented in S5-044328r1 (see above) and publish the resulting document as TS 32.296v1.4.0 by the ned of next week.
Closed.  The next version of the TS (v1.4.0) will be provided in S5-044347 before the end of next week.
WT completion is on schedule.

7.4 Non-WT related technical items

7.4.1 Relation with OMA-MCC

The SWG-B chair gave an aural report of the last OMA MCC meeting, where the strawman TS for PoC charging (S5-044245) was presented together with the offer to continue this work in cooperation with OMA MCC, as included in the LS from SA5 to OMA MCC in S5-044244.  The approach of the middle tier TSs, focussing only on the charging specifics of the service/bearer/subsystem being specified and allowing immediately the use of established charging principles (TS 32.240) and charging applications (TS 32.29x) was attractive to OMA MCC, but no decision was taken if and how to apply it in OMA.  OMA MCC has started work on a “charging work split” WI which, among other items, will clarify the mode of cooperation with SA5 from OMA MCC perspective.  This work is scheduled to be finished in the fall of 2004.  From that perspective, OMA MCC delegates showed interest in SA5 progressing the PoC charging TS, as indicated in LS S5-044244.
The proposal for a joint session between OMA MCC and SA5 SWG-B was also formally made in the LS (aural and email discussion of this proposal had already occurred earlier between delegates of both groups).  OMA MCC have agreed to a joint session at their meeting #12 (27 September – 01 October, 2004) for a maximum of one day.  They propose to have this joint session on the Thursday (30th September) and will arrange a meeting room at the OMA venue, assuring that it can be arranged without the 3GPP delegates having to pay OMA meeting fees.
SWG-B delegates have confirmed their intention to participate, as requested at the last meeting.  In consequence, the SWG-B vice chair has started investigating the SWG-B meeting arrangements at the OMA meeting location (Orlando, Florida).  With the group now having formally approved relocating the meeting #39bis, the SWG-B vice chair will propose a selection of hotels for the delegates to choose from, planning to tie down the decision no later than the next meeting.  ETSI MCC was asked to preserve the meeting facilities reservation for SWG-B at the original SA5#39bis location (ETSI) until that time.

7.4.2 Template for middle tier Charging TSs

S5-044333 Middle Tier TS Template.
Not discussed due to lack of time and lack of the contributrion.  The related action item is still open (see section 5.1.5 of this report).
Open.  The contribution is expected as soon as possible to allow due preparation before the next meeting.
8 Any other business

8.1 SWG-B Work Items
S5-044316.

Not discussed due to lack of time.  Will be postponed to the next meeting.

Open.  To be discussed at the next meeting.
8.2 Renaming of the SWG-B plenary

The name of the “SWG-B Plenary” has led people to assume that this session has a special role in SWG-B ,e.g. decision making on CRs, LSs, for all RGs of SWG-B.  However, in fact there is no distinction between the other RGs and the “plenary”, instead the “plenary acts just as any other RG but for “special” topics as described in the preface of this report.  This means that SWG-B has indeed four RGs (IMS, SC, BC, “plenary”) which always, in terms of decision making, operate as the full SWG in “plenary” mode.
To avoid such misunderstandings in the future, it was agreed to rename the “plenary” to “general”, and effective immediately, all material and communication of this session will occur under the name “SWG-B General RG”.
9 Scheduling of future meetings

The next SWG-B meeting is scheduled from 28th June – 02nd July 2004 in Sophia Antipolis, France, hosted by ETSI.  This is a SA5 meeting with no full plenary.  SWG-B plans out utilise as much time as possible, hence delegates are asked to schedule their return flights such that they can stay for the meeting until 5 p.m. on the Friday.  Thus, there are about 20 quarters available for SWG-B work at this meeting.  Details on allocation of meeting quarters to rapporteur sessions will be proposed by the SWG-B chair in S5-044400 (agenda/timeline) in due time, based on the agenda items and available contributions.

10 Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 18:30 hrs local time on Tuesday, 11th May 2004.
Annex A

Requests for SA5 action

None, as this is a –bis meeting.
Annex B

Action items from this meeting (SA5#37bis)

Unless stated otherwise, the action items are for the next following meeting.

1. T-Mobile and Amdocs to complete the parameter and message definitions (5.1.2).
2. T-Mobile to draft next version of the middle tier TS template, including all changes from S5-044228r1 (5.1.5).
3. T-Mobile to create and distribute S5-044347 before the end of next week (7.3).

4. SWG-B vice chair to investigate meeting arrangements for SWG-B#39bis (7.4.2).
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	Organisation
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	BOSTICA Paolo
	Telecom Italia
	+39 112286877
	paolo.bostica@tilab.com
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	TRUSS Michael
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	WATSON Mark
	Nortel Networks
	+44 1628 434456
	mwatson@nortelnetworks.com
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