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To allow faster (=near real-time) CDR transfer towards the BS if desired, to enhance e.g. the hot-billing capabilities.  This facility supports the real-time transfer of CDRs according to the requirements laid down in TS 22.115.
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It is proposed to allow a real-time interface, such as the existing Ga interface conventions, to be optionally used towards the BS. 
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Real-time CDR transfer to the BS is not possible if only file transfer protocols are allowed towards the BS. 
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7.6
CGF - BS Protocol Interface

7.6.1
The transfer protocols at CGF - BS interface

The present document gives several recommendations for the main protocol layers for the Charging Gateway Functionality - Billing System (BS) interface protocol stack. These recommendations are not strictly specified features, since there are a lot of variations among the existing Billing Systems.
As a minimum, all implementations shall support a file based bulk interface for the transfer of CDRs from the CGF to the billing system.  The recommendations are FTAM protocol over X.25 or TCP/IP, and FTP over TCP/IP.
In addition, implementations may support a transaction based, (near) real-time CDR transfer from the CGF to the billing system, e.g. by applying the Ga protocol interface conventions towards the billing system.

7.6.2
The format of the CDRs at CGF - BS interface

The contents of the CDRs sent between the CGF and the Billing System (BS) are defined by the ASN.1 language clause 6, Charging Data Record Structure. In addition, other CDR contents or formats are possible if the CGF and the BS provide processing functionality for the CDRs.
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