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AT&T Wireless Services wish to inform the membership of SA5 that AWS intends to propose that SA5 vote on the alignment of the 3GPP Notification IRP Corba Solution Set with the ITU Corba Framework. This Contribution is for information and is not yet an actual request for a vote. AWS would still prefer to see a resolution of the issue within SWG C.

The central issue that concerns AWS is that a UMTS Element Manager using a Corba interface that conforms to the 3GPP Notification IRP cannot communicate notifications to a Network Manager that conforms to the ITU Corba Framework. While the two specifications are nearly identical in regard to notifications, the differences preclude any ability to actually communicate so long as both systems conform to the respective standards. 

AWS’ network includes non-3GPP telecommunications equipment. It would be unreasonable to expect the non-3GPP specific equipment to use 3GPP standards. AWS therefore desires to integrate the management of its entire network through the use of ITU standards and, in the case of Corba interfaces, on the use of the ITU Corba Framework. AWS believes that ultimately all wireless operators have these same needs. 

While making the 3GPP Notification IRP compatible with the ITU Corba Framework is not sufficient to achieve all the compatibility required, it is an independent and necessary step. At this time, AWS is seeking changes to the 3GPP Notification IRP that will support a mode of operation that allows an ITU compliant manager to receive and process notifications from 3GPP compliant equipment.

To this end, AWS has made the proposal given below. While Ericsson claims that the AWS proposal is too inefficient, no specific alternate proposal has been offered. Ericsson has suggested that a solution based on “typed events” would be a more acceptable solution. 

While AWS prefers it original proposal, AWS would also find the alternative proposal given below an acceptable alternate. The intent of this proposal would be for SA5 to direct SWG C to develop its most acceptable proposal for inclusion in Release 6.

AWS is still considering other alternatives to these proposals and would like constructive feedback from SA5 members.

AWS Proposal:

The 3GPP SA5 shall modify the IRP specified by TS 32.303 Notification IRP: Corba Solution Set and all Corba Solution Sets that use Notifications so that the Notifications sent over Itf-N from a 3GPP compliant agent will be compliant with ITU Q.816 subclause 6.2 NOTIF 7 and ITU Q.816 subclause 6.2 NOTIF 9 when appropriate allowed options are selected.  Specifically the compliance shall be achieved in the following manner.

1) Full names that are compliant with NOTIF 7 shall be used instead of the abbreviated names currently used in the Notification IRP.

2) Additional changes to the notification format to align it with the ITU format will also be made. The changes, which remain to be specifically agreed upon, shall not change the functionality of the 3GPP Notification IRP.

3) An optional Solution Set dependant parameter may be added (if this is the wish of SA5) to the subscribe Operation. This parameter will control the use of long or short names. If this parameter is not supported then long names will be used.

4) The 3GPP Notification IRP: Corba Solution Set will be modified so that it conforms to ITU Q.816 [2,10] subclause 6.2 NOTIF 9. This will be done by incorporating the OBF Quality of Service parameters, ConnectionReliability and EventReliability, into the solution set. These parameters will be set as follows: ConnectionReliability = Persistent and EventReliability = Persistent or EventReliability = BestEffort.

5) A Conformance section, which is now required by TS 32.102, be added to TS 32.303 that will state what is required for an implementation of TS 32.303 to claim conformance to the ITU Recommendation Q.816 [2,10]. Specifically, this conformance statement will include the requirements that an implementation must meet in order to claim conformance to the ITU Corba Framework when the appropriate parameter values have been selected for the Subscribe Operation.

An Alternate Proposal:

The 3GPP SA5 shall modify the IRP specified by TS 32.303 Notification IRP: Corba Solution Set and all Corba Solution Sets that use Notifications so that the Notifications sent over Itf-N from a 3GPP compliant agent will be compliant with ITU Q.816 subclause 6.2 NOTIF 7 and ITU Q.816 subclause 6.2 NOTIF 9 when appropriate allowed options are used.  SWG C shall include the approach they find the most acceptable in Release 6.

