
3GPP TSG-SA WG4 Meeting #78


Tdoc S4-140462
7-11 April, 2014, Kista, Sweden
Title:
[DRAFT]
 LS on Bluetooth aspects regarding the EVS codec
Response to:


Release:
Work Item: 
Source:
3GPP TSG-SA WG4
To:
BT SIG Telephony and Car Working Group
Cc:


Contact Person:


Name:


Tel. Number:


E-mail Address:


Attachments:
EVS Work Item Description S4-xxxxxx, High Level Technical Description of EVS S4-xxxxxx, EVS performance requirements S4-xxxxxx
1. Overall Description:

SA4 would like to inform that the standardization of the new codec for enhanced voice services, EVS, is approaching completion. The specifications are scheduled for approval by September 2014 while the characterization is planned to be finalized by the end of 2014.
The EVS codec will support, except for narrowband and wideband speech, also super-wideband speech with an audio bandwidth of at least 14 kHz. Optionally, audio bandwidths of at least 20 kHz will be supported.
The EVS codec will be highly scalable and is expected to support high quality coding of both speech and other signals such as music in mono and stereo.
The present Bluetooth handsfree profile includes narrowband and wideband operations. Considering that many devices based on 3GPP specifications are also Bluetooth-enabled, SA4 is interested in understanding plans or interest for extending Bluetooth specifications to support low-latency conversational scenarios with the extended audio bandwidths/qualities/ enabled by the EVS codec.
One aspect is the transcoding typically taking place between the 3GPP air interface and the Bluetooth link. Specialized Bluetooth speech codecs are used, considering complexity and battery consumption. In addition to this approach, preparing for a trans-coder-free scenario could be considered, to minimize delay and quality loss where feasible.
2. Actions:

To BT SIG
ACTION: 
SA4 kindly requests information about plans to update Bluetooth specifications for low-latency conversational scenarios w.r.t. audio bandwidth, speech/music quality and stereo
3. Date of Next TSG-SA WG4 Meetings:

TSG-SA WG4 Meeting #79 12th – 16th May 2014 Sophia Antipolis, France.
TSG-SA WG4 Meeting #80 4th – 8th August 2014 San Fransisco, USA.
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