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5th November, 2010
Liaison letter

To: 3GPP SA4
3GPP Liaison inputs, 3GPPLiaison@etsi.org
Kari Järvinen, Chair 3GPP SA4, kari.ju.jarvinen@nokia.com
Paolino Usai, Secretary 3GPP SA4, paolo.usai@etsi.org
Open IPTV Forum contacts: 

Paul Szucs, Solution Working Group chair (Releases 1 and 2), paul.szucs@eu.sony.com
Nilo Mitra, Solution Working Group chair, nilo.mitra@ericsson.com
Catherine Hammond, Liaison Officer, liaisons@oipf.tv
Dear 3GPP SA4 Colleagues, 
OIPF would like to thank 3GPP SA4 for their liaison letter of 3 September concerning our HTTP Adaptive Streaming (HAS) specification and its alignment with 3GPP’s AHS specification.

The contents of that letter could not be taken into account for the first published version of our HAS specification, as Volume 2a of the OIPF Release 2 IPTV Solution specifications, which were published on 7 September. However, we would like to progress the issues detailed in previous communications and incorporate any resulting necessary changes in our HAS specification in the Release 2 maintenance release planned to be concluded by the end of the year.
Concerning the technical issues mentioned in your letter, we would like to provide the following feedback on each issue:
On the “lang” attribuite at the component level
In the meantime we have confirmed that the appropriate ISO 639 edition for OIPF’s purposes is ISO 639-2. We appreciate your guidance as to the use of BCP-47 and we will discuss within OIPF the adoption of BCP-47 as the normative reference for language codes throughout the OIPF IPTV Solution specifications.
On the constraint on the “group” attribute:

There seems to be a misunderstanding of the component concept in OIPF. Appendix C of the OIPF HAS specification provides a useful illustration, whereby:

· There are two streams of the same media type (alternative audio language streams) belonging to two different components;

· There are also two streams of the same media type (video stream at different bitrates) belonging to the same component;

· The audio-only Representation appears alongside a Representation containing audio and video content, but they are not in the same Group.
On the constraint on “bitstreamSwitchingFlag”:

In our ongoing considerations for maintenance of the OIPF HAS specification we will re-consider whether requiring this flag to be true is necessary.
On the constraint on the “range” attribute:

The rationale behind this constraint is to facilitate simpler HTTP caching. This appeared to be more critical a factor than allowing adaptive streaming of a non-segmented file in our target application scenarios.
On the recommendation of the “tfad” box:

We appreciate the guidance on synchronisation and we would like to see how this issue will be handled in MPEG DASH.
On the file conformance requirement:

In our ongoing considerations for maintenance of the OIPF HAS specification we will re-consider whether this requirement is necessary, since it might be implicitly given when all other HAS format requirements are fulfilled.
On the suggestion for “segmentAlignmentFlag”:
We agree that the modified semantics enable the intended use cases and provide for alignment between the two specifications.
Now that the work in MPEG DASH has been launched and the OIPF HAS specification has been published, we intend to provide input to that activity based on OIPF’s profiling and extensions to the 3GPP AHS specification, in the interest of pan-industry alignment.
For your information, Dr. Nilo Mitra of Ericsson has now taken over as chair of the OIPF IPTV Solution WG, but Paul Szucs will continue to lead the Audio Video Codecs Task Force within the IPTV Solution WG, which has produced the HAS specification.
Yours sincerely,

Paul Szucs

Nilo Mitra

Catherine Hammond
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