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1. Overall Description:

RAN2 would like to thank RAN3 for their LS on the “Discard timer”, and would like to respond on the question directed to RAN2 regarding the range and granularity for the Discard timer.

Both RLC AM and RLC UM can be used over HS-DSCH. 

For RLC AM, the discard timer has a relation to the RLC retransmission time: when the SRNC decides to submit a retransmission of a previously submitted RLC AM PDU and the previous RLC AM PDU is not transmitted yet by the Node-B, the discard timer should preferably delete the first RLC AM PDU, just leaving the second transmission to take place on the radio interface. RAN2 expects that the RLC AM retransmission time will typically be quite small, but retransmissions may take place as long as the RLC SDU discard timer.

For RLC UM, the discard timer has a relation to the transfer delay configured for the RAB. SA4 has clarified in S4-030549 (“Response to LS R3-030914 on “Discard Timer”) clarified that the transfer delay should not be considered a maximum transfer delay, and that network discarding inside the de-jitter interval is not helpful. Note that 24.008 allows a transfer delay (end-to-end) of up to 4 seconds.

In general RAN2 would consider the setting of the discard timer an RRM decision: the signalling should not limit the possible setting the RRM in SRNC might want to use. Therefore RAN2 would propose to keep the maximum value equal to the 7500ms maximum of the RLC SDU discard timer. 

RAN2 assumes that some of the lower values can be removed due to implementation considerations. 
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