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The TFO Ad Hoc session took place on the mornings of January 25-26, 2000. The meeting was chaired by the TSG-S4 Chairman temporarily acting as the TFO Chairman. The meeting agenda was established and approved in session. It is reported in Annex 1. The list of documents reviewed or relevant to the TFO session is provided in Annex 2. Annex 3 provides the list of participants.

1. Reports from other groups:

The Chairman reminded the results of the last TSG-SA plenary and the decision to postpone AMR TFO to Release 2000 for GSM and UMTS. This decision was based on the small level of support received by this feature so far and the indication previously given that AMR TFO would not be completed before June 2000.

In line with this decision, the CR A001 to the 08.62 R98 presented at the last SA plenary was rejected, meaning that the following CRs should be prepared:

- For R98: a CR introducing the required modification to the TFO protocol to support future complex speech codec like AMR

- For R99: No additional feature should be introduced in the TFO specification

- For R00: CR(s) introducing AMR TFO for GSM and 3G

The group reviewed the existing list of expected deliverables for the TFO Work Item as listed in S4-000002. It was also agreed to review off line before the next meeting the content of the existing Stage 1 specification (TS 22.053) and the [old] GSM TFO Stage 2 (TS 03.53). It will then be decided if the Stage 1 should be presented for approval to TSG-SA and/or if a new Stage 2 document should be prepared. The group will also review if the technical report TR 26.920 on the Architecture of the 3G Transcoders should be kept in the list of deliverables.

It was finally reported that the approval of a TFO specification derived from the GSM 08.62 was under review by TIA. It was indicated that the solution adopted by TIA should be fully compatible with the GSM/3G solution (new System Identification and Codec Types) and that the TFO state machine was slightly simplified in the case of IS-95/cdmaOne. It was also mentioned that TIA was also working n an extension of the protocol to carry DTMF tones. Finally, since a modification of the GSM TFO message format was going to be proposed to provide for the required extensibility (see section 2), it was mentioned that it would be beneficial if a similar proposal was presented (by the participating organizations) to TIA.

2. Release 98 Evolution:

Nortel Networks presented document S4-000047 containing a jointly prepared proposal with Ericsson for the extension of the TFO message format to support complex speech codec types (section 6 of the GSM 08.62).

This proposal was reviewed and few modifications proposed, essentially eliminating most references to AMR. A first draft CR included in S4-000049 was prepared and presented by Ericsson, and few additional editorial corrections approved in session. It was decided to forward the final version of the CR (Rev1) to the plenary without further review during the Ad-Hoc session (contained in S4-000050).

3. AMR TFO for GSM:

Ericsson presented document S4-000045 proposing a significant simplification of AMR TFO. This proposal essentially requires that the BSS supports all codec AMR modes and the full range of number of codecs (1 to 4) in the Active Codec Set. It was motivated by the concerns expressed by Ericsson on the complexity and operation of the current AMR TFO solution. Ericsson would rather have the simplified version of the specification completed first, then the more complex subset completed in a second phase. Nortel Networks on the other hand indicated that they would prefer that any simplification be discussed within the scope of the agreements reached so far rather than by proposing a totally new solution. They proposed that the group concentrate its efforts clarifying and correcting the exiting solution (as proposed in the CR A001 to GSM 08.62, Tdoc S4-99499, rejected by SA).

The Chairman indicated that he was also concerned by the status of the TFO development and that it was absolutely necessary to show that the development could be completed and the final solution widely implemented in the field. In light of the concerns expressed by Ericsson on the implementability of the current solution, he expressed his support for specifying an extension of the standard providing a simplified option for the BSS manufacturers. He suggested that the solution could be based on the definition of 2 new types (AMR_FR_Full and AMR_HR_Full), for the purpose of TFO. These 2 types would implicitly indicate the support of all codec modes and the full range of ACS and would allow a easier TFO establishment providing that the other end supports the same codec types.

Siemens also expressed support for a simplified option in the TFO standard.

Although some additional time was spent on the review of S4-000045, it was felt that these new proposals would require more time to be fully analyzed, and it was decided to exchange views over the TFO reflectors in the next few weeks and to further discuss this issue at the next meeting in March, 2000.

4 AMR TFO for 3G:

This issue was not discussed at this meeting. Inputs are however expected for the following meetings.

5. Miscellaneous:

The group reviewed document S4-000024 containing a work plan for the completion of the OoBTC/TrFO. Although it is indicated in this document that S4 has completed their task, it was also clarified that ITU has not yet accepted the 3GPP request for an OID for the BICC protocol. The issue of the QoS attributes at RAB assignment (as presented in Tdoc S4-000010 and S4-000011, but not discussed during the TFO sub-group) was also mentioned as one pending issue.

The liaisons contained in S4-000019 and S4-000031 were also reviewed. It was felt that S4-000019 addresses an architecture issue and should be validated by S2. Tdoc S4-000025, which includes a modification proposal to the problem exposed in S4-000031 (Iu UP initialization at TrFO break) was discussed and it was agreed to prepare a CR on this basis (included in Tdoc. 67/00).

Tdoc S4-000030 was not available and not discussed.

The group also reviewed the existing draft response LS to SMG2 on the transcoder location for the GERAN (Tdoc 505/99) and agreed on some clarifications to be proposed to the LS editor.

From an administrative point of view, Mr. Clemens Suerbaum from Siemens volunteered to act as the editor of the TS 08.62 and the transferred specification TS 28.062.

Finally, the chairman renewed his call for candidates to the position of TFO sub-group chairman, without much success so far.
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6.1
Opening of the meeting


6.2
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6.3
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6.4
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AMR TFO GSM Release 2000
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6.6
AMR TFO 3G Release 2000

6.7
Any Other Business
OoBTC/TrFO: 24,30,31
 
Iu Init: 19,25
 
SMG2 LS: 505/99
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