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1. [bookmark: _Toc504713888]Introduction
The FS_AI4Media study has been started in Rel-18 and is expected to continue in Rel-19. Unfortunately, the scope of the work and the aspects to tackle were not crystal clear. This has caused some disagreements on how to perform the study and with which timeline. 
In this contribution, we articulate our views on the priorities for the execution of this study item and any potential related work in Rel-19.
1. MNO-offered AI/ML Services
Offering functionality to host trained ML models in the network and interfaces to distribute them by the MNO is assumed in some parts of the FS_AI4Media study. TR26.927 already contains architectures based on the assumption that the MNO will offer these services. The following figure depicts a proposed base architecture for AI/ML:
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However, TS26.261 sets no requirements for MNO-provided AI/ML services. SA4 has no mandate to define functions to enable MNO-operated AI/ML applications. Any such work should be backed by SA1 requirements. 
Furthermore, market dynamics seem to indicate that AI/ML-based applications and services will predominantly be driven and operated by the service providers. Operation of these services will be through proprietary application servers. The application provider will also offer the corresponding application for the UE. 
1. Architecture and Procedures
There is an ongoing effort in SA4 to unify the architecture for media streaming and real-time communication applications and services, with the goal on focusing on their integration into the 5G system. 
This common architecture is anticipated to be generic and should cover future needs for all types of media services. Entities like a Media AF, Media AS, and MSH are reusable and extensible on need basis. Existing procedures and APIs may be easily extended, or, in extreme cases, additional ones may be added without the need to invent new interfaces. The same reference architecture should also be adopted for AI/ML purposes rather than trying to define a new set of architectures and interfaces. 
More precisely, the focus should be on enabling efficient operation of these services rather than defining the services themselves. Leveraging existing control procedures and APIs and tailoring them for the needs of AI/ML services should be of higher priority than defining a user plane for which there is no clear customer or SA1 backing. Unfortunately, the main focus of the TR was on defining the user plane for AI/ML services and course should be corrected here.
1. Release 19 Work Continuation
We believe that it is important for the study item to focus on determining the real inter-operability needs that justify any future normative work, instead of just focusing on developing new architectures, interfaces, and procedures.
The Release 19 efforts should be based on confirmed inter-operability needs and requirements. Communication with SA1 on these needs is one way to get a confirmation for these requirements. Assumptions like MNO-hosted ML model repositories should definitely be vetted by SA1 prior to doing any normative work on these topics. 
More efforts should be on finalizing the study to understand the traffic characteristics and needs of the key multimedia use cases. 
1. Proposal
In summary, we want to agree the following actions to correct the course of this study item and its future work:
· Immediately put any work on protocols and formats on hold,
· Structure the study in key issues with clear descriptions of the issue at hand,
· Establish order of priority for these key issues, which in our opinion should be as follows:
· Key issue 1 to identify the need for standardization, its scope and priorities based on market trends and SA1 requirements.
· Key issue 2 to leverage existing media architecture and procedures for AI/ML to fulfill requirements stated in TS22.261. It should also identify any gaps and recommend extensions to existing APIs or the definition of new ones.
· Depending on outcome of the first key issue, a third key issue that clearly outlines the need for inter-operability in the user plane (formats and protocols).
· Focus any remaining efforts in Rel-18 on addressing the first key issue and on the evaluation efforts. Communicate with SA1 to clarify any ambiguities about the scope of their requirements.
· Finalize other key issues and recommend any necessary normative work in Rel-19.
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