Invitation to 3GPP SA3 LI meeting #19

18 – 20 October 2005

Tbilisi, Georgia

Dear 3GPP SA3 LI members, you are cordially invited to 3GPP SA3 LI meeting #19 on 18 – 20 October 2005, which takes place in Tbilisi, Georgia.
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1
Meeting venue and block reservations

The meeting will commence at 10:00 on Tuesday, 18 October 2005 at Sheraton Metekhi Palace hotel, and will end around 15:00 on Thursday, 20 October. 

30 rooms were booked via a travel agency – “Levon Travel” and delegates have to send room reservation requests directly to Levon Travel’s Tbilisi office. Cut-off date for booking requests is 26 September 2005. 

You will receive the booking reference from Levon Travel.

Delegate, who wish to have conference fees included in the room price of the hotel bill, please specify your exact requirements in the room reservation request form.

For other hotel options with special rates for SA3 delegates, please take a look at section 5 ‘Miscellaneous’ below.

Please find below details of the arrangement at Sheraton Metekhi Palace hotel.

Sheraton Metekhi Palace *****
Levon Travel’s special offer for SA3 LI meeting:
· Room rate for SA3 LI meeting:


USD 156 per SGL /night including 

breakfast & VAT
· U-shape table setup:



 
20-30 people in the meeting room ‘Kala’, 
‘Dasi’ or ‘Balavari’ (upon availability).

· Conference package option ‘A’:


USD 30 / Including VAT / person/day 

· Conference package option ‘B’:


USD 39 / Including VAT / person/day

· Conference fee included in the room rate:
Possible, on explicit request

· Cut-off date for room reservations:

26 September
· Room reservation cancellation:


Free of charge 14 days prior to arrival 

before 13.00 hour. Cancellation 7 days prior to arrival will be charged an amount equal to one night's room rate. No show will be fully charged.

Conference package ‘A’ includes:

· Three wireline microphones, i.e. one microphone in the middle of each table.
· One bottle of water per person, paper, pen and sweets on the table.
· Coffee, tea and cookies during 2 breaks a day

Conference package ‘B’ includes:

· Conference package ‘A’

· Open buffet lunches on 18-20 October:
3 kinds of salads, 2 hot dishes with 

Accompaniments. Dessert and one soft drink.

For all hotel-related matters please contact Levon Travel:

Mr. Rati Gelashvili

Email:
incoming@levontravel.ge
Phone: 
+995 32 250010; +995 32 250060

Fax:

+995 32 232399

In case you wish to contact the hotel on some matter, please use the booking reference from Levon Travel.

Delegates who decide to stay at another hotel would need to pay conference fee of USD 30 or USD 39 directly to Levon Travel. Please fill in the conference package reservation request form and send it to Levon Travel.

2
Meeting registration and document management

Please take a moment and register at 3GPP meeting registration site (click on “Registration” link): 

http://webapp.etsi.org/MeetingCalendar/MeetingDetails.asp?mid=24597.

Delegates must register to the meeting as soon as possible and before 10 October 2005.

Please use automatic document numbering (AND) on the same web site (click on “Reserve a Document Number” link) in order to allocate td numbers to your contributions. All available documents will be placed on the same web site (click on “Document Area (FTP)” link).

3
Reaching Tbilisi

Below is the list of direct flights to Tbilisi international airport (see also the attached file “Direct_flights.xls”):

· Athens (Georgian Airways)

· Amsterdam (KLM, Georgian Airways) 

· Frankfurt (Georgian Airways)

· Köln (Germania Air Company)

· London (British airways)

· Paris (Georgian Airways)

· Prague (Czech Airlines, Georgian Airways) 

· Vienna (Austrian Airlines, Georgian Airways)
4
Visa, currency and voltage

All citizens can get visa either right at the airport against the fee of USD10 per visa issued, or at a respective Georgian consulate.

http://www.georgiawelcomesusa.com/visas.htm
Note: 
The Parliament of Georgia is considering adopting a bill that would grant a free entrance to EU and North American citizens. 

Local currency is Lari (GEL). 1 GEL buys about USD 0.5. 

Mains voltage is 220v, 50 Hz.

5
Miscellaneous

5.1
Transportpation in Tbilisi

A rather convenient and the cheapest way of getting around is to use shuttle vans (micro busses), but that may require basic communication skills in Georgian :-)

Hiring a taxi therefore would be the best option. Taxes are very cheap. A drive within city center may cost some 5 Lari (about 2 Euros)! Majority of private cabs however do not have meters and do not give out receipts. If you wish to have a receipt then please call up a cab from one of the taxi companies. Such cabs have meters, but are a bit more expensive. Please note that traffic could be heavy, so allow some half an hour for a taxi trip. Here are recommended taxi options:

1. Sheraton taxi service, rates to all major destinations available at the reception.

2. Aldagi. Local call dial-up number: 929.

3. Transcom. Local call dial-up number: 262626.

5.2
Other hotel options:

http://www.levontravel.com/NEW/COUNTRY/Georgia/Hotels/Georgia_hotels_all.htm
Vere Palace hotel ****

http://www.verepalace.com.ge
· Room rate for SA3 LI meeting:


USD 85 /night, including breakfast &
20% VAT.
· Internet booking rate for a standard room:
USD 100 /night, + 20% VAT but 
including breakfast.
Courtyard by Marriott Hotel ***

http://marriott.com/property/propertypage/TBSCY
· Room rate for SA3 LI meeting:


USD 162 /night, including breakfast &
20% VAT.
· Internet booking rate for a standard room:
USD 150 /night, + 20% VAT and 
excluding breakfast.
Sheraton Metekhi Palace *****

http://www.starwoodhotels.com/sheraton/search/hotel_detail.html?propertyID=132


· Room rate for SA3 LI meeting:


USD 156 /night, including breakfast &
20% VAT.
· Internet booking rate for a standard room:
USD 150 /night, + 20% VAT but 
including breakfast.
5.3
Tbilisi tourist info

http://www.parliament.ge/TOURISM
http://www.borjomi-kharagauli-np.ge
Levon Travel’s  Tbilisi Office also offers organized Daily & Short guided tours.

To: Levon Travel

Hotel room and/or conference package reservation form

Please fill-in the form, delete unnecessary options and fax your reservation form before 26 September 2005 to: Mr. Rati Gelashvili, +995 32 232399.

Alternatively, either send email to: incoming@levontravel.ge, or call to: +995 32 250010, or +995 32 250060 before 26 September 2005.

3GPP SA3 LI meeting #19 on 18 – 20 October 2005

First name:


Last name:

Company:

Email:

Phone:

Fax:

I would like to book x room(s) for x person(s) via Levon Travel at: 

(Please insert the number of rooms and guests above. In case you arrange a room without Levon Travel’s assistance please delete the above sentence and all hotel names from the list below):

Sheraton Metekhi Palace:


USD 156 (breakfast and taxes included)
Vere Palace:




USD 85 (breakfast and taxes included)

Courtyard by Marriott Hotel:

USD 162 (breakfast and taxes included)

I would like to order the conference package ‘A’ (USD 30/day. Coffee breaks and taxes included) / the conference package ‘B’ (USD 39/day. Coffee breaks, lunch and taxes included. 

(Please delete one of the above).
Special payment requirement:
           Yes/No   (if ‘Yes’, please specify below)

(E.g. “I would like that conference fee should not show separately on the room bill. Rather, room price should include the conference fee”).

Room type:
                                Single/Double            Smoking/Non Smoking
Date and time of arrival:  

Date and time of departure:

Any other special arrangements:

Payment details:

Credit card:
Amex / Master / Visa
Credit card number:

Expiry date:

Cardholder’s name:

Levon Travel accepts ONLY AMEX, MASTER & VISA, with additional 3% bank charge on the total amount.

