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*** BEGIN CHANGES ***
7.2.8.1.1
Access stratum

The handover procedure provides forward security. Forward security refers to the property that from a new chained key, it shall be computationally infeasible to find an older key in the chain. In addition to forward security, backward security is provided in the following sense, if the KeNB* is derived from the NH parameter, it shall from any older key be infeasible to find the new key, without knowing NH. The general principle of key handling at handovers is depicted in Figure 7.2.8.1-1.
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Figure 7.2.8.1-1 Model for the handover key chaining

The following is an outline of the key handling model to clarify the intended structure of the key derivations. The detailed specification is provided in subclauses 7.2.8.3 and 7.2.8.4.

Whenever an initial AS security context needs to be established between UE and eNB, MME and the UE shall derive a KeNB and a Next Hop parameter (NH). The KeNB and the NH are derived from the KASME. A NH Chaining Counter (NCC) is associated with each KeNB and NH parameter. Every KeNB is associated with the NCC corresponding to the NH value from which it was derived. At initial setup, the KeNB is derived directly from KASME, and is then considered to be associated with a virtual NH parameter with NCC value equal to zero. At initial setup, the derived NH value is associated with the NCC value one.

Whether tshe MME sends the KeNB key or the {NH, NCC} pair to the serving eNB is described in detail in subclauses 7.2.8.3 and 7.2.8.4. The MME shall not send the NH value to eNB at the initial connection setup.
The UE and the eNB use the KeNB to secure the communication between each other. On handovers, the basis for the KeNB that will be used between the UE and the target eNB, called KeNB*, is derived from either the currently active KeNB or from the NH parameter. If KeNB* is derived from the currently active KeNB this is referred to as a horizontal key derviation (see Figure 7.2.8.1-1) and if the KeNB* is derived from the NH parameter the derivation is referred to as a vertical key derivation (see Figure 7.2.8.1-1). On handovers with vertical key derivation the NH is further bound to the target PCI and its frequency EARFCN-DL before it is taken into use as the KeNB in the target eNB.

As NH parameters are only computable by the UE and the MME, it is arranged so that NH parameters are provided to eNBs from the MME in such a way that forward security can be achieved.

*** END OF CHANGES ***
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