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1 Introduction

Some discussion has taken place on the E-mail exploder of 3GPP SA2 on the definitions of terms to be used instead of the inappropriate use of “Access Network” to refer to more than the RAN.  Following is the proposed outcome of this discussion and some drafting during this meeting.

2 Proposal

That the following definition is accepted:

“"An IP-Connectivity Network": may refer to any reference points in the architecture that provide IP connectivity between any two or more IP capable nodes; e.g. Gm, Gi, Mw. An example of an "IP-Connectivity Network" is GPRS.” 

Considering the following description of how the proposed definition was reached and is to be used:

The IP Multimedia Sub-system is defined as independent of the IP-Connectivity Network. For example when GPRS is used to provide IP connectivity between the GGSN and the UE, the IP multimedia Sub-system will be independent of GPRS. 

The discussion started by trying to define the sum of the UE+UTRAN+SSGN+GGSN, which resulted in the following term which once reached, was considered to simple to be useful.

"GPRS IP-Connectivity Network": The network that provides IP connectivity between the UE and the End point of the GPRS Packet Switched Domain (e.g. the GGSN).  

