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1. Overall Description:

SA2 thanks GSMA IREG RILTE for the LS on IMS PDN connection deletion.

SA2 investigated the scenario described and found that a possible solution to the problem described is already available in 3GPP specifications.  

SA2 performed some clarifications/corrections to their specifications to ensure that the solution is applicable to any PDN connection rather than specific to the IMS PDN connection. The clarifications and corrections have been applied to TS 23.401 version 10.9.0 (Release 10) and TS 23.401 version 11.4.0 (Release 11).

These CRs clarify that the MME can inform the UE in both IDLE and CONNECTED state about the PDN deactivation and request the reactivation, when required, for that specific PDN connection. When receiving PDN deactivation with reactivation requested, the UE will re-establish the PDN connection.
The function described above is available in 3GPP specifications as follows:
· from Rel-10 onwards for the network for PGW initiated PDN disconnection with reactivation requested 
· and from Rel-11 onwards for PGW failure cases. 
UEs compliant to Rel-9 and later releases support the feature.
As a consequence, an operator experiencing the problem described in your liaison statement only needs to deploy the above mentioned functionality. There is no impact on UEs compliant to Release 9 and later releases. 
SA2 had to make assumptions about the cause of the problem as this was not sufficiently clear in the liaison statement. SA2's guess was that the problem is due to some administrative action in the PDN GW; ,or more generically to a failure and subsequent restart of the PDN GW. 
SA2 would like to draw GSMA attention to 3GPP TS 23.007 which describes PGW failure/restart/restoration functions in order to evaluate if this is what is causing the problem mentioned in the LS. 
2. Actions:

To GSMA IREG RILTE 
ACTION: 
Please take this information into account.
3. Date of Next TSG-SA2 Meetings:
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New Orleans, US
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