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1. Overall Description:

3GPP TS 23.203 Specification section 6.2.2.1 indicates that “For PCEF enhanced with ADC, PCEF shall first enforce the PCC rules and then the ADC rules in the uplink direction. In the downlink direction, the ADC rules shall be enforced on the traffic before the PCC rules are applied.”
CT3 has noticed that there are concerns over charging accuracy that, as a result of this requirement, policy enforcement with an ADC rule may cause the uplink packets to be charged wrongly, e.g. when an ADC rule causes the uplink packets to be dropped. 

On the other hand, in the same clause, it is stated “A PCEF shall ensure that an IP packet, which is discarded at the PCEF as a result from policy enforcement or flow based charging is neither reported for offline charging nor cause credit consumption for online charging”.  CT3 interprets that to state that an IP packet that is discarded at the PCEF due to policy enforcement with an ADC rule falls under the same requirement, also for the uplink direction.

CT3 has also identified that the same situation may occur for the use of a TDF and that CT3 cannot identify any method to fulfill the requirement derived in the previous paragraph for that case.

2. Actions:

To SA2 group.

ACTION: 
CT3 asks SA2 kindly to clarify whether the exemption from charging for packets that the PCEF discards is also valid for the case the ADC rule causes the packet to be discarded. In that case it is appreciated if SA2 could, provide clarifications and possibly corrections in the aforementioned specification to ensure the interactions between ADC and PCC allow consistent charging.
CT3 kindly asks SA2 to clarify whether the same requirement applies for the case of a TDF performing ADC rule enforcement and, if so, define how to fulfill the requirement.
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