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Overall Description:

SA1 has been forwarded by CN4  question number 2 from  LS  N4-021225, which had been sent by the European Numbering Forum to CN4. 

In question 2 the European Numbering Forum inquires:

“…whether it is anticipated that a capability to contact emergency services while a mobile terminal is in a data-only, always-on state will be required.
If the assessment of CN4 is that such a capability will be required, any views of CN4 on the most appropriate means by which emergency services could be contacted while in such a state would also be welcome” 

SA1 would like to answer as follows:

For data-only User Equipment requirements for emergency services currently exist in 3GPP. They are contained within the scope of work for the “IP Multimedia Subsystem” (IMS) 3GPP Release 6 (3GPP TS 22.228). This is work in progress. 

However, currently 3GPP emergency services only comprise emergency speech calls as described in stage 1 specification on 3GPP Service Principles (3GPP TS 22.101). This specification requires that

“…It shall be possible to establish an emergency speech call. Emergency calls will be routed to the emergency services in accordance with national regulations for where the subscriber is located. It shall be allowed to establish an emergency call without the need to dial a dedicated number to avoid the mis-connection in roaming case, such as menu, by use of a 'red button', or a linkage to a car air bag control. Emergency Calls shall be supported by the UE without a SIM/USIM being present …”

Concerning views on the most appropriate means by which emergency services could be contacted SA1 would like to point the European Numbering Forum to TSG SA2, who is the group currently working on that topic.
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