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1 Introduction

This contribution discusses the UICC card backwards compatibility between 3GPP releases from the point of view of 3GPP-WLAN interworking. 

2 Compatibility with UICC Cards of Previous 3GPP Releases

3GPP Release 6 is the first release to contain 3GPP-WLAN interworking functionality. It has not yet been discussed in SA2 whether Wireless LAN interworking would benefit from new WLAN specific functionality in the UICC card. Regardless of whether such new functionality will be specified, backwards compatibility shall not be compromised. It shall be possible to use existing UICC cards that conform to previous 3GPP releases (Release 99, Release 4 and Release 5) in the 3GPP-WLAN interworking system.
3 Proposal

It is proposed that the following statement about a UICC compatibility requirement is included in the S2 WLAN interworking TR:

UICC compatibility requirement:

· Even if new functionality was specified in the UICC cards for Release 6 3GPP-WLAN interworking, the selected 3GPP-WLAN interworking mechanism shall also be usable with existing UICC cards that conform to previous 3GPP releases. 3GPP-WLAN interworking shall not require the use of Release 6 specific UICC cards. 










