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1. Introduction

TS 23.228 is nearing the state where it is ready for approval and hopefully we will get the document sufficiently advanced at this meeting for it to be sent to SA#11 for approval at the end of this meeting. 

One of the areas that was still felt at the last meeting to need more content was in the area of multimedia content. We have reviewed the session flows and find that they are generic enough to support a full range of multimedia content including voice, video and data and the addition and modification of this content. What we believe is still required here is some informative examples that illustrate some potential applications and services that could use the IM subsystem in an introduction section to enable the reader to understand the vision behind IM and make it clear to everyone that what we are developing here can enable a lot more than just IP telephony. These examples do not specify anything they just allow the reader to understand what the IM subsystem is all about. In addition we should realize that many delegates to 3GPP (especially outside of  TSG SA and TSG CN), have very little to no understanding of the IM subsystem concept and after reading the current document they are still not clear on the concept since it has no proper introduction. The following is taken from an actual email between two delegates from another TSG working group in the past couple of weeks:

“I took a brief look at that 23.228. Waow, I don't understand a damn thing ! Maybe I should 
go back to school ;-) Unfortunately, the first chapters ( "scope ", "general description ", etc...) 

are missing, so it's difficult to see what is the use of that stuff. 

Anyway, now I know that "IM " means "IP Multimedia ", and not "Instant Messaging ", which 

was what I thought it was all about..... “
 

I think the email puts it quite nicely that the current scope of 23.228 is lacking and there is no introduction to the document – we just dive straight into the technical architecture details and just blow the uninformed reader away. There maybe a view that this role is for TS22.228 but I think it likely that a lot of readers will skip TS22.228 and dive straight into 23.228 and every document needs a forward or introduction. This introduction will be the missing link between TS22.228 and TS23.228 that should at the very least clarify that Instant Messaging (IM) is only one of many of the possible applications for the IM subsystem!

2. Proposal

It is proposed that the changes to the scope and the new section 4.1 outlined in the attached contribution be included  in TS23.228 and that the existing section 4.1 be moved to a new section 4.7
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