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3GPP TSG-SA WG2 has discussed the removal of the GPRS Network Operation Mode III from Release 97, according to LSs contained in tdoc S2-010296 (GP-010453, Boston meeting) from TSG GERAN and S2-010299 (N1-010113, Bejing meeting) from TSG CN WG1.

SA2 recognises that CN1 and GERAN have came to different conclusions: 

· where CN1 propose to remove network operation mode III from release 97 onwards and asks all other impacted TSG WGs to check whether it is feasible for them to agree on the "removal of GPRS network operation mode III" and proposes to changes to section 6.3.3.1 in TS 03.60 to implement the removal of network operation mode III in 03.60. 

· where TSG-GERAN recognises that the network operation mode III provides a degraded service quality compared to network operation mode I. However, because of the late availability of Gs interface in some networks, GERAN see that the network operation mode III might be needed in some GPRS networks as an intermediate step before full deployment of network operation mode I.

SA WG2 also recognises that the NMO III provides a degraded service quality compared to network operation mode I and II. Some aspects of the terminal behaviour in network operation mode III are not specified and are open for vendors’ implementation. The service provided to the subscribers is therefore unpredictable.

The issue of availability of GPRS mobiles was raised. The removal of network operation mode III may ease the introduction of mobiles due to reduced number of functionality to be implemented and tested for interoperability. However, the removal of this mode from earlier releases, i.e. R97, R98 and R99 is not possible due to the fact that these specifications are open only for corrections.

SA2 proposes that both CN1 and GERAN consider whether it would be possible to remove network operation mode III from R5 and onwards.

No operator present in the meeting indicated any intention to deploy NMO III in a commercial network.
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