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The issue of accepting CRs to the Release ’97 GPRS specification has been discussed at TSG GERAN and it has become clear that there are still some instances where changes to Release ’97 may be desirable even though there are commercially available GPRS mobiles on the market.

It has been proposed that:

1. A specification, similar to GSM 09.90 and GSM 09.94, should be drafted which can capture issues that have been resolved by late changes to the specifications (e.g. confidentiality issue at contention resolution, or GPRS national roaming).

2. The new specification is used to specify the point in time at which new mobile stations would be expected to support the modifications introduced into the core specifications.

3. The new specification would also be used to capture any known solutions to handle mobiles already in the field.

Due to the nature of this proposed specification the responsibility for it does not naturally belong to any one specific group. However, considering that the specification is only relevant to GSM, TSG GERAN is willing to create the specification and take primary responsibility for it.

The general assumption is that other relevant groups, such as TSG CN, will be encouraged to contribute in their areas of responsibility.

Draft v0.0.2 of the proposed specification is attached for information and comment.

