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1. Background

The latest S1 meeting agreed a CR to UMTS 22.002 on support for PIAFS (see Tdoc TSGS1#5(99) 659.) The chosen solution implies that this feature has to be supported in each visited network where users shall be given access to PIAFS, or that such access will not be given when roaming. This both puts a burden of implementation on visited operators and increases the risk that the user will not be able to access PIAFS when roaming, i.e. if the visited network operator has chosen not to implement this PIAFS specific functionality. 

We believe both these negative effects can be overcome with another solution, using a transparent connection instead of the proposed non-transparent one. This transparent connection would enable PIAFS users to connect to their home environment, through the visited network, without invoking any PIAFS specific functionality in the visited network. To discuss solutions is, however, not the task of S1, so therefore we propose that S1 instead formulates a service requirement to avoid the negative effects mentioned above, and lets other groups consider if there is a suitable solution that can be specified in time. (The intention is thus not to delay this feature into a later release.) 

2. Proposed service requirement

The service requirement would simply be that: The UMTS standard shall enable an operator to offer, to his end users, access to PIAFS when being in the home environment as well as when roaming, whithout requiring operators of visited networks to implement any PIAFS specific functionality. 

