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1	Introduction
Though RAN4#97-e agreed a CR of [1], the following way forward for this topic was captured in [2] as a package.
CR is agreeable with the following way forward
•	RAN4 confirms that NS_203 and CA_NS_203 are mandatory to support from Rel-15.
•	Necessity of explicitly describing this information in the specification can be discussed in the next meeting.
In addition, we received a question on whether the agreed CR of [1] allows a UE to implement an older version of 38.101-2 than v15.11.0 to support NS_203/CA_NS_203 or not when the UE supports n258/CA_n258.
This contribution mainly addresses how to handle the above open issues.
2	Discussion 
2.1	Necessity of describing mandatory support
In our understanding, it is mandatory for UEs to meet all the band specific requirements for a certain band in order to signal the band capability. If this principle was violated, 3GPP would admit UE and chipset vendors to skip any requirements for the band as much as they want. This will cause serious problems in real network because UEs’ behaviour is different UEs to UEs even they signal the same capability for the band. 
Though this contribution is not intended for this aspect, this NS_203/CA_NS_203 case is a little bit different from the other requirements. Because a band capability for n258/CA_n258 is linked with a capability of modifiedMPR-Behaviour that itself is defined as an optional feature in TS38.306. Therefore, “NS_203/CA_NS_203 are mandatory to support from Rel-15” means that UEs to signal n258/CA_n258 band capability shall mandatorily support modifiedMPR-Behaviour whose 3rd bit from the leftmost bit shall be set to 1. In order to clarify mandatory support of modifiedMPR-Behaviour for n258/CA_n258, we propose the following.
Proposal 1: Mandatory support of both modifiedMPR-Behaviour as well as NS_203/CA_NS_203 for n258/CA_n258 shall be clarified in TS38.101-2.
2.2 	Early implementations of NS_203
As mentioned in the introduction section, we received a question on whether the agreed CR of [1] allows UEs to implement an older version of 38.101-2 than v15.11.0 to support NS_203 or not. The relevant subset of the agreed CR of [1] for this question is excerpted from the CR as below. Note that newly introduced changes through the CR are highlighted in yellow.
-----------------------------------------------------------a subset of CR[1]----------------------------------------------------------------
This annex contains the definitions of the bits in the field modifiedMPR-Behavior indicated per supported NR band in the IE RF-Parameters [13] by a UE supporting an MPR or A-MPR modified in a given version of this specification. A modified MPR or A-MPR behaviour can apply to a supported NR band in stand-alone operation (including CA and NN-DC operation) or in non-standalone operation with the said NR band as part of an EN-DC or NE-DC band combination. Moreover, the bits in the field can explicitly indicate NS value(s) supported by a UE.
NOTE 1:	In the present release, the modifiedMPR-Behavior is indicated [13] by an 8-bit bitmap per supported NR band.
Table H.1-1: Definitions of the bits in the field modifiedMPRbehavior
	NR Band
	Index of field
(bit number)
	Definition
(description of the supported functionality if indicator set to one)
	Notes

	n258
	2
	- NS_203 as defined in clause 6.5.3.2.4 or both NS_203 and CA_NS_203 as defined in clause 6.5A.3.2.4 of 38.101-2 v15.11.0
	- This bit shall be set to 1 by a UE supporting n258 or both n258 and CA_n258 


------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The original intention to capture the specification version of v15.11.0 came from the situation that NS_203 and/or CA_NS_203 support for n258 capable UE is mandatory while it is not possible for the legacy UEs in the market and it may not be possible for UEs being implemented with an older version than v15.11.0 to meet that condition. Thus, the intention was at least from v15.11.0, this mandatory condition applies. Hence, if we just deleted the version, it would make any UEs supporting n258 and/or CA_n258 have to support NS_203 and/or CA_NS_203. In reality, these UEs in the fields or being implemented are not able to support the requirements introduced from v15.11.0. On the other hand there may be UEs referring to an older version than v15.11.0 but wants to support NS_203 and/or CA_NS_203. Thus, we propose followings to address mandatory support clarification and allowance of UEs referring to an older version than v15.11.0 to implement the NSs.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Proposal 2: A following note shall be included in relevant tables such as Table 6.2.3.1-1, Table 6.2.3.1-2, Table 6.2A.3.1-1 and Table 6.2A.3.1-2
	NOTE: A UE supporting n258 shall support NS_203 (CA_NS_203 for CA NS tables) by means of modifiedMPR-Behaviour specified in Annex H.1.
Proposal 3: Remove “15.11.0” for a row of NS_203 for n258 from Annex H.1 and add a text to allow UEs referring to an older version to implement NS_203/CA_NS_203.
With this, as far as UEs refer to a version of 15.11.0 or newer that includes this note, the UEs shall support NS_203 and/or CA_NS_203 by means of modifiedMPR-Behaviour. And UEs referring to an older version than v15.11.0 and corresponding Rel16 and Rel17 specifications allow to support NS_203 and/or CA_NS_203 if necessary. 
3	Conclusion
This contribution addresses the remaining issues for WRC19 conclusion, and we propose the followings. Note that a companion CR is provided in [3].
Proposal 1: Mandatory support of modifiedMPR-Behaviour as well as NS_203/CA_NS_203 for n258 shall be clarified in TS38.101-2. 
Proposal 2: The following note shall be included in relevant tables such as Table 6.2.3.1-1, Table 6.2.3.1-2, Table 6.2A.3.1-1 and Table 6.2A.3.1-2
	NOTE: A UE supporting n258 shall support NS_203 (CA_NS_203 for CA NS tables) by means of modifiedMPR-Behaviour specified in Annex H.1.
Proposal 3: Remove “15.11.0” for a row of NS_203 for n258 from Annex H.1 and add a text to allow UEs referring to an older version to implement NS_203/CA_NS_203.
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