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1	Introduction
Part of the Integrated Access and Backhaul work item is defining the RF requirements. In this contribution we discuss the switching time between IAB-DU and IAB-MT. 
2	Discussion
In RAN4#93 a way forward on switching time for IAB was agreed in [1], postponing the decision on whether the switching latency requirement for switching between IAB-MT and IAB-DU is defined. When looking how other working groups have proceed with the switching, following agreements can be found from RAN1:
Agreements: (RAN1#98bis Chongqing)
[bookmark: _Hlk22168000]A parent IAB node can be made aware of the number of symbols Ng the child IAB node would like the parent IAB node not to use at the edge (beginning or end) of a slot when there is a transition between child MT and child DU. Separately or additionally, the child IAB node can be made aware of the number of guard symbols that the parent IAB node will provide.
· Ng can be provided for each of the [8] possible transitions with potential overlap:
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· If Ng is not provided it is assumed to be 0
NOTE: this agreement does not introduce any performance requirement on IAB nodes.

Agreements: (RAN1 #99 Reno)
Desired Guard Symbols and Provided Guard Symbols are provided per cell and use 3 bits for each of the 8 transitions to indicate the number of guard symbols.
· In Rel-16, a range of 0-4 symbols are supported for each transition. Additional entries are reserved for future use
· A new parameter GuardSymbol-SCS is also provided which indicates the reference SCS (FR1: {15kHz, 30kHz, 60kHz}, FR2: {60kHz, 120kHz}) to be used for the guard symbols.

Based on the RAN1 agreements there already seems to be a framework in place for the switching time. IAB-Node can signal to its parent that it needs additional time for the switching and in rel-16 the range can span from 0 to 4 symbols. Therefore, it is possible to report also that no additional switching time is needed.
Observation 1: RAN1 has developed a framework on how the switching time between MT and DU can vary and how it is reported to the parent node.
Given the RAN1 framework the definition of minimum requirements become rather complicated. It is unclear whether the minimum requirement should be based on the value IAB-Node is reporting, and RAN4 should only define tolerances on top of the reported switching time. Also according the RAN1 framework different transitions can have different lengths, further complicating the definition of minimum requirements. While out of RAN1 responsibilities, it has been also noted in RAN1 agreement that their intention has been not the introduce any switching time performance requirements for IAB nodes.
Therefore, it seems that the possible need for minimum requirements for switching time is effectively solved by RAN1 agreements. It is proposed not to specify minimum requirements for the switching. 
Proposal 1: Minimum requirements shall not be specified for switching time between IAB-MT and IAB-DU.
3	Conclusion
In this contribution IAB-Node switching time between IAB-MT and IAB-DU was discussed. Based on the analysis and related discussion the following observations and proposals were made.
Observation 1: RAN1 has developed a framework on how the switching time between MT and DU can vary and how it is reported to the parent node.
Proposal 1: Minimum requirements shall not be specified for switching time between IAB-MT and IAB-DU.
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