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	Reason for change:
	1) In last RAN plenary meeting (RAN#102), there are some guidelines and clarifications on how to proceed the REL-independent approach from MCC. The following guidelines were provided, so it’s better to clarify it in TS 38.307 spec to make the corresponding guidelines clear.

3. A WID that considers a REL-independent approach must
     a. mention this in the objective
     b. must clarify the release from which this REL-independent approach is used
     Why?
      i. 3GPP procedures do not know any REL-independent approach,
          they actually forbid to add new functionality into frozen releases.
      ii. The REL-independent approach can be considered as RAN agreement which requires proper documentation in the WID as otherwise 3GPP rules apply, i.e. a WI for REL-x can only impact REL-x specifications.

5. There is often the question whether a REL-independent spec is impacted by Core or by Perf. part: The answer is simple:
     If the REL-independent requirement is a Core part requirement, then the REL-independent spec is impacted by the Core part.
     If the REL-independent requirement is a Perf. part requirement, then the REL-independent spec is impacted by the Perf. part.
     So there is not necessarily a direct relation "REL-indep. spec" => Perf. part.

2) The wordings in general clause 4 can be improved to use the defined symbol ‘Rel-N’ and ‘Rel-M’ to make it clear.


	
	

	Summary of change:
	1) A NOTE is introduced under the scope part that TSG RAN decision related to the Rel-independent approach should be made.
2) It’s proposed to improve the wordings in general clause 4 by using the defined symbol ‘Rel-N’ and ‘Rel-M’ to make it clear.
3) It’s clarified whether a REL-independent spec is impacted by Core or by Perf. part in general clause 4.
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The present document specifies requirements for Rel-16 UEs supporting release independent features like:
-	additional NR operating bands and power classes on top of Rel-16 of TS 38.101-1/-2/-3/-4 [2-5] and TS 38.133 [6];
Furthermore, for Rel-17 UEs supporting satellite access operation, the present document specifies requirements supporting release independent features like:
-	additional NR operating bands on top of Rel-17 of TS 38.101-5 [8] and TS 38.133 [6].
NOTE: When a REL-independent approach is considered, in the corresponding RAN4 WID decided by TSG RAN, the release independent objective should be mentioned and it should be clarified which release this release independent approach is used from. 
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For the purposes of the present document, the terms and definitions given in TR 21.905 [1] and the following apply. A term defined in the present document takes precedence over the definition of the same term, if any, in TR 21.905 [1].
release independent: applicable to some frozen releases, starting from a certain release Rel-M
NOTE 1:	Normally, a feature is introduced only in the latest open release Rel-N and future releases are based on the previous one so that future releases inherit the requirements of this feature. Introducing a feature "in a release independent way from Rel-M onwards" (M<N) means it was decided by TSG RAN that this feature would be also beneficial in previous, already frozen releases starting with Rel-M until Rel-(N-1). In order to avoid touching TS 38.101 [2-5] or TS 38.133 [6] of these frozen releases, the corresponding requirements are captured in TS 38.307 via pointers to [2-5] or [6] of the release in which the feature was introduced.
NOTE 2:	Release independent does not mean applicable to all releases.
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For the purposes of the present document, the following symbols apply:
N	Release in which a feature is introduced into TS 38.101 [2-5] or TS 38.133 [6]
M	Release from which onwards (including release M) a feature is release independent
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For the purposes of the present document, the abbreviations given in TR 21.905 [1] and the following apply. An abbreviation defined in the present document takes precedence over the definition of the same abbreviation, if any, in TR 21.905 [1].
BW	Bandwidth
CA	Carrier Aggregation
CC	Component carrier
DL	Downlink
EN-DC	Dual connectivity between E-UTRA and NR
FDD	Frequency Division Duplex
FR1	Frequency range 1
FR2	Frequency range 2
NR	New radio
RedCap	Reduced Capability
REL	Release
SDL	Supplementary downlink
SUL	Supplementary uplink
TDD	Time Division Duplex 
UE	User Equipment
UL	Uplink
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TSG-RAN has agreed for certain features (see the following clauses) to introduce them in a "release independent way".
This means for each feature:
-	it is "introduced" in a release N, i.e. TS 38.101 [2-5] and TS 38.133 [6] of release N define certain UE requirements for this feature; the feature is indicated in the tables of the following clauses;
-	it is "release independent" starting from a release M (M<N); M for the given feature is provided in the tables of the following clauses;
-	UEs supporting this feature have to fulfil additional requirements in release M or higher which are specified in one or more Annexes of TS 38.307 of release N; the applicable Annexes for a given feature are provided in the tables of the following clauses.
The applicable UE Categories are specified in TS 38.306 [7] according to the release to which the UE conforms.
In the table of release independent features in subsequent clauses, "FDD, TDD" refers to CA or EN-DC configuration composed by only FDD bands or only TDD bands, respectively. "FDD and TDD" refers to CA or EN-DC configuration including both FDD and TDD bands. "SDL and FDD, SDL and TDD" refers to CA configuration including both SDL and FDD bands or both SDL and TDD bands, respectively.  "TDD and SUL" refers to SUL configuration including both TDD and SUL bands. "FDD and TDD and SUL" refers to EN-DC configuration including both FDD, TDD and SUL bands. Unless stated otherwise, the release independent for the band combinations are from Rel-15. Configurations with BCSs other than BCS5 are release independent from Rel-15, where the BCSs for configurations are defined in TS 38.101-1 [2] and/or TS 38.101-3 [4]. Configurations with BCS5 are release independent from Rel-17, and BCS5 with signalling is allowed for early implementation from Rel-15. Note that BCS4/BCS5 is not applicable to intra-band EN-DC configurations.
When a new feature is introduced only in the latest open release Rel-N, only the latest open release Rel-N of release independent specTS 38.307 needs tocan be updated. The latest release of release independent spec refers to the release which the new feature is introduced in.
 If an RF feature introduced in the same release Rel-N as the release Rel-M which the feature is independent from, (i.e. M=N), the common UE RF requirements table in annex B.4 is can’t be specified in Rel-N and can be specified from release (N+1) with corresponding release (N+1) WI code., oOtherwise, for the other cases (i.e. M<N), the common UE RF requirements table is specified from Rel-Nrelease N with corresponding Rel-N WI code.
If the REL-independent requirement is a Core part requirement, then the REL-independent spec is impacted by the Core part. If the REL-independent requirement is a Perf. part requirement, then the REL-independent spec is impacted by the Perf. part.
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