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Introduction
In last RAN4 meeting, a paper [1] was provided to discuss the potential optimization on how to draft the release independent feature in TS 38.307.
During the last RAN plenary meeting (RAN#102), there are some guidelines and clarifications on how to proceed the REL-independent approach from MCC. The following guidelines were provided in RAN plenary reflector.


	1. If a WI has no impacted specs anymore (e.g. because the last impacted spec is removed from the WID),
    then it can not have any objective for this anymore
    but this WI is stopped and not 100% complete.
    (so do not forget to clean up the objective section and to untick the corresponding WI part).

2. When a WI is stopped, then % complete is lower than 100% and normally it stays
     at the last approved % complete.

3. A WID that considers a REL-independent approach must
     a. mention this in the objective
     b. must clarify the release from which this REL-independent approach is used
     Why?
      i. 3GPP procedures do not know any REL-independent approach,
          they actually forbid to add new functionality into frozen releases.
      ii. The REL-independent approach can be considered as RAN agreement
           which requires proper documentation in the WID as otherwise
           3GPP rules apply, i.e. a WI for REL-x can only impact REL-x specifications.

4. At some point in time, RAN4 decided to add some generic text into REL-independent specs
    which claims that a certain band or band combination would start from a certain REL.
    However, this arrangement does not allow to break 3. as otherwise the whole
    RAN agreement for the REL-independent approach breaks and 3GPP rules apply,
    the REL-independent approach does not apply anymore.
          
Addressing 3. and 4. a corresponding sentence in the objectives could say e.g.
"CA combinations of this WI are introduced in a REL-independent way starting from release(s) according to Table <...>  of TS <REL-indep. spec>.
    However no changes to TS <REL-indep. spec> are needed." or
"Bands considered in the WI are introduced in a REL-independent way starting from REL-15. However, this requires no changes of TS <REL-indep. spec>."

5. There is often the question whether a REL-independent spec is impacted by Core or by Perf. part: The answer is simple:
     If the REL-independent requirement is a Core part requirement, then the REL-independent spec is impacted by the Core part.
     If the REL-independent requirement is a Perf. part requirement, then the REL-independent spec is impacted by the Perf. part.
     So there is not necessarily a direct relation "REL-indep. spec" => Perf. part.




Generally, the guideline 3) and 5) can be reflected in the specification TS 38.307 as guidelines of draft rules.
In addition, after offline discussion, there is room to improve the wordings for the following part.
	When a new feature is introduced only the latest release of release independent spec needs to be updated. The latest release of release independent spec refers to the release which the new feature is introduced in. If an RF feature introduced in the same release as the release which the feature is independent from, (i.e. M=N), the common UE RF requirements table in annex B.4 is specified from release N+1, otherwise the common UE RF requirements table is specified from release N.



In this paper, we’d like to share our ideas on how to improve the draft rules of TS 38.307.
Discussion
In the clause 3.1 of TS 38.307, the definitions of release independent is quoted below.
	release independent: applicable to some frozen releases, starting from a certain release Rel-M
NOTE 1:	Normally, a feature is introduced only in the latest open release Rel-N and future releases are based on the previous one so that future releases inherit the requirements of this feature. Introducing a feature "in a release independent way from Rel-M onwards" (M<N) means it was decided by TSG RAN that this feature would be also beneficial in previous, already frozen releases starting with Rel-M until Rel-(N-1). In order to avoid touching TS 38.101 [2-5] or TS 38.133 [6] of these frozen releases, the corresponding requirements are captured in TS 38.307 via pointers to [2-5] or [6] of the release in which the feature was introduced.
NOTE 2:	Release independent does not mean applicable to all releases.



The guideline 3) from MCC is similar to the clarification on how to introduce a release independent feature.
	3. A WID that considers a REL-independent approach must
     a. mention this in the objective
     b. must clarify the release from which this REL-independent approach is used
     Why?
      i. 3GPP procedures do not know any REL-independent approach,
          they actually forbid to add new functionality into frozen releases.
      ii. The REL-independent approach can be considered as RAN agreement
           which requires proper documentation in the WID as otherwise
           3GPP rules apply, i.e. a WI for REL-x can only impact REL-x specifications.



In order to make it clear, it’s proposed to add a NOTE into the clause 1 scope of TS 38.307 to reflect this common understanding and guideline from MCC.
Proposal 1: it’s proposed to add a NOTE into the clause 1 scope of TS 38.307 below
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The present document specifies requirements for Rel-16 UEs supporting release independent features like:
-	additional NR operating bands and power classes on top of Rel-16 of TS 38.101-1/-2/-3/-4 [2-5] and TS 38.133 [6];
Furthermore, for Rel-17 UEs supporting satellite access operation, the present document specifies requirements supporting release independent features like:
-	additional NR operating bands on top of Rel-17 of TS 38.101-5 [8] and TS 38.133 [6].
NOTE: When a REL-independent approach is considered, in the corresponding RAN4 WID decided by TSG RAN, the release independent objective should be mentioned and it should be clarified which release this release independent approach is used from. 





In clause 3.2 of TS 38.307, the definitions of symbols ‘N’ and ‘M’ are quoted below.
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For the purposes of the present document, the following symbols apply:
N	Release in which a feature is introduced into TS 38.101 [2-5] or TS 38.133 [6]
M	Release from which onwards (including release M) a feature is release independent




Since symbols ‘N’ and ‘M’ have a clear meaning in TS 38.307, these two symbols can be used to clarify the draft rules in the last part of clause 4.
Proposal 2: it’s proposed to improve the wordings in the last part of clause 4 general from TS 38.307 below
	When a new feature is introduced only in the latest open release Rel-N, only the latest open release Rel-N of release independent specTS 38.307 needs tocan be updated. The latest release of release independent spec refers to the release which the new feature is introduced in.
 If an RF feature introduced in the same release Rel-N as the release Rel-M which the feature is independent from, (i.e. M=N), the common UE RF requirements table in annex B.4 is can’t be specified in Rel-N and can be specified from release (N+1) with corresponding release (N+1) WI code., oOtherwise, for the other cases (i.e. M<N), the common UE RF requirements table is specified from Rel-Nrelease N with corresponding Rel-N WI code.



Based on the guideline 5) from MCC, it’s proposed to introduce the following clarification to clarify whether core part or perf. part has impacts on REL-independent spec TS 38.307.
Proposal 3: it’s proposed to introduce the following clarification in the clause 4 general of TS 38.307 below
	If the REL-independent requirement is a Core part requirement, then the REL-independent spec is impacted by the Core part. If the REL-independent requirement is a Perf. part requirement, then the REL-independent spec is impacted by the Perf. part.




Summary
Proposal 1: it’s proposed to add a NOTE into the clause 1 scope of TS 38.307 below

	1	Scope
The present document specifies requirements for Rel-16 UEs supporting release independent features like:
-	additional NR operating bands and power classes on top of Rel-16 of TS 38.101-1/-2/-3/-4 [2-5] and TS 38.133 [6];
Furthermore, for Rel-17 UEs supporting satellite access operation, the present document specifies requirements supporting release independent features like:
-	additional NR operating bands on top of Rel-17 of TS 38.101-5 [8] and TS 38.133 [6].
NOTE: When a REL-independent approach is considered, in the corresponding RAN4 WID decided by TSG RAN, the release independent objective should be mentioned and it should be clarified which release this release independent approach is used from. 




Proposal 2: it’s proposed to improve the wordings in the last part of clause 4 general from TS 38.307 below
	When a new feature is introduced only in the latest open release Rel-N, only the latest open release Rel-N of release independent specTS 38.307 needs tocan be updated. The latest release of release independent spec refers to the release which the new feature is introduced in.
 If an RF feature introduced in the same release Rel-N as the release Rel-M which the feature is independent from, (i.e. M=N), the common UE RF requirements table in annex B.4 is can’t be specified in Rel-N and can be specified from release (N+1) with corresponding release (N+1) WI code., oOtherwise, for the other cases (i.e. M<N), the common UE RF requirements table is specified from Rel-Nrelease N with corresponding Rel-N WI code.



Proposal 3: it’s proposed to introduce the following clarification in the clause 4 general of TS 38.307 below
	If the REL-independent requirement is a Core part requirement, then the REL-independent spec is impacted by the Core part. If the REL-independent requirement is a Perf. part requirement, then the REL-independent spec is impacted by the Perf. part.
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Dear all,



Some reminders about some basics:



 



1. If a WI has no impacted specs anymore (e.g. because the last impacted spec is removed from the WID),



    then it can not have any objective for this anymore



    but this WI is stopped and not 100% complete.



    (so do not forget to clean up the objective section and to untick the corresponding WI part).



 



2. When a WI is stopped, then % complete is lower than 100% and normally it stays



     at the last approved % complete.



 



3. A WID that considers a REL-independent approach must



     a. mention this in the objective



     b. must clarify the release from which this REL-independent approach is used



     Why?



      i. 3GPP procedures do not know any REL-independent approach,



          they actually forbid to add new functionality into frozen releases.



      ii. The REL-independent approach can be considered as RAN agreement



           which requires proper documentation in the WID as otherwise



           3GPP rules apply, i.e. a WI for REL-x can only impact REL-x specifications.



 



4. At some point in time, RAN4 decided to add some generic text into REL-independent specs



    which claims that a certain band or band combination would start from a certain REL.



    However, this arrangement does not allow to break 3. as otherwise the whole



    RAN agreement for the REL-independent approach breaks and 3GPP rules apply,



    the REL-independent approach does not apply anymore.



          



Addressing 3. and 4. a corresponding sentence in the objectives could say e.g.



"CA combinations of this WI are introduced in a REL-independent way starting from release(s) according to Table <...>  of TS <REL-indep. spec>.
    However no changes to TS <REL-indep. spec> are needed." or



"Bands considered in the WI are introduced in a REL-independent way starting from REL-15. However, this requires no changes of TS <REL-indep. spec>."



 



5. There is often the question whether a REL-independent spec is impacted by Core or by Perf. part: The answer is simple:



     If the REL-independent requirement is a Core part requirement, then the REL-independent spec is impacted by the Core part.



     If the REL-independent requirement is a Perf. part requirement, then the REL-independent spec is impacted by the Perf. part.



     So there is not necessarily a direct relation "REL-indep. spec" => Perf. part.



 



6. If you stop the Perf. part at RAN #102, then the status report has still to show the Perf. part % complete and the target date



    because the status report is a report about the last 3 months.



 



7. An revised WID has to show all changes with rev marks compared to the last approved WID.



    (doing changes without rev marks is a serious fraud)



 



A couple of RAN4 WIs and corresponding Tdocs have this sort of problems:



 



a. 10.3.5.1           REL-18 WI LTE_CA_R18_xBDL_yBUL: Huawei (already solved)



     SR:          RP-233189 => RP-233972



     revWID: RP-233191 => RP-233927



b. 9.4.3.1             REL-18 WI NR_CA_R18_Intra: Ericsson (already solved)



     SR:          RP-233221=> RP-233954 => RP-233966



     revWID: RP-233222 => RP-233953.



c. 9.4.3.7             REL-18 WI NR_700800900_combo_enh: CATT 



     SR:          RP-233005 => RP-233973       Perf. part shall be 0%, Dec.23



     revWID: RP-233004:  statement about REL-indep. missing in objectives



d. 9.4.4.4             REL-18 WI HPUE_NR_FR1_TDD_intra_CA_R18: Huawei



     SR:          RP-233204 => RP-233974      Perf. part shall be 0%, Dec.23



      revWID: RP-233206 => RP-233975      untick Perf. part, Perf. part objective to be removed, REL-indep. from which REL missing



e. 9.4.4.5             REL-18 WI HPUE_FR1_DC_LTE_NR_R18: Ericsson



     SR:          RP-233224 => RP-233978      Perf. part shall be 66%, Dec.23



     revWID: RP-233225 => RP-233977       changes without rev marks! 38.307 removed => Perf. part stopped => Perf. objective to be removed, Perf. must be unticked



                                                                          REL-indep. from which REL missing



 



To be continued....
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