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1	Background 
This contribution reveals one issue in release independence specifications which causes unnecessary maintenance when new release in created and this is also many times forgotten when new version of specs are released making them wrong. 
2 	Discussion
Both LTE and NR specs have similar statement which references to a particular release. This referred release is the same release as the specs are, hence, once new release of specs is created these references needs to be changed but it is not MCCs task therefore a CR would be needed. Specification rapporteurs could provide this CR.
As an example, captures from some releases of 36.101 are shown below. Yellow highlighted are correct but REL-18 reference is not updated and needs a correction.
REL-8
[bookmark: _Toc486923775]3A.1	Additional E-UTRA operating bands
Requirements for a Rel-8 UE for additional E-UTRA operating bands compared to TS 36.101 Rel-8 [2] are introduced via this clause.
REL-9
[bookmark: _Toc486923949]3A.1	Additional E-UTRA operating bands
Requirements for a Rel-9 UE for additional E-UTRA operating bands compared to TS 36.101 Rel-9 [2] are introduced via this clause.
…
REL-17
[bookmark: _Toc137238310][bookmark: _Toc137238380][bookmark: _Toc138892299][bookmark: _Toc145069186]	3A.1	Additional E-UTRA operating bands
Requirements for a Rel-17 UE for additional E-UTRA operating bands compared to TS 36.101 Rel-17 [2] are introduced via this clause.
REL-18
[bookmark: _Toc21093296][bookmark: _Toc29761844][bookmark: _Toc45833862][bookmark: _Toc82890596][bookmark: _Toc122508445][bookmark: _Toc123216517][bookmark: _Toc124184128][bookmark: _Toc124184198][bookmark: _Toc130588554][bookmark: _Toc137236642][bookmark: _Toc138892414][bookmark: _Toc145069436]3A.1	Additional E-UTRA operating bands
Requirements for a Rel-17 UE for additional E-UTRA operating bands compared to TS 36.101 Rel-17 [2] are introduced via this clause.

As a permanent fix we propose to replace the explicit reference to a release number with REL-P notation. REL-P would be defined as follows.
[bookmark: _Toc21093293][bookmark: _Toc29761841][bookmark: _Toc45833859][bookmark: _Toc82890593][bookmark: _Toc122508442][bookmark: _Toc123216514][bookmark: _Toc124184125][bookmark: _Toc124184195][bookmark: _Toc130588551][bookmark: _Toc137236639][bookmark: _Toc138892411][bookmark: _Toc145069433][bookmark: _Toc155195021]3.3	Symbols
For the purposes of the present document, the following symbols apply:
N	Release in which a feature is introduced into TS 36.101 [2] or TS 36.133 [3]
M	Release from which onwards (including release M) a feature is release independent
[bookmark: _Hlk156376098]P    	Represent the present release of this specification.

Changes to main sections of 36.307 would be very limited. As an example from REL-18 specification which has incorrect reference to REL-17 as it should be REL-18, we replace REL-17 with REL-P. With this change when REL-19 specs are created those are automatically correct and no need to correct the release number.
[bookmark: _Toc155195024]3A.1	Additional E-UTRA operating bands
Requirements for a Rel-P17 UE for additional E-UTRA operating bands compared to TS 36.101 Rel-17-P [2] are introduced via this clause.
Similar change is proposed for NR.
3	Conclusion
In this contribution we proposed to replace an explicit reference to specification release with release number by referring to REL-P.
P    	Represent the present release of this specification.
 CRs are provided for latest versions of 36.307 [1] and 38.307 [2].
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