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1. Overall Description:

RAN1 has discussed the following issue regarding the configuration of inter-frequency neighbour cell list, including the neighbour cells in NR dedicated spectrum less than 5 MHz for FR1 with single carrier operation:

According to current specifications, SIB4 indicates the inter-frequency neighbour cell(s) with the dl-CarrierFreq corresponding to a GSCN value. If a common neighbour cell list is indicated, which includes the cell(s) using the legacy (Rel-17) GSCN value in Table 5.4.3.1-1 of TS38.101-1 and the cell(s) using new GSCN values (introduced in Rel-18) in Table 5.4.3.1-2 and Table 5.4.3.1-3 of TS38.101-1, the UEs not supporting the new GSCN values will receive dl-CarrierFreq which do not correspond to the Rel-17 GSCN values. 

Question 1: Does RAN2/RAN4 expect any backward compatibility issue for a UE not supporting less than 5MHz but provided with a neighbour cell with SSB on the new GSCN value in the scenario described above or other similar scenarios if any? For example, if a UE accessed a cell with SSB on the legacy GSCN value, the UE not supporting less than 5MHz may search SSB on the new GSCN values indicated in the common neighbour cell list and wrongly access the neighbour cell(s) in NR dedicated spectrum less than 5 MHz for FR1 with single carrier operation.

Question 2: If the answer to Question 1 is Yes, is it possible for RAN2 to define a scheme to avoid the backward compatibility issue?

2. Actions:
To RAN2 and RAN4 group.
ACTION: 	RAN1 respectfully requests RAN2/RAN4 to take the provided information into account and provide the answers to the questions.

3. Dates of the next TSG-RAN WG1 meetings:
TSG-RAN WG1 Meeting#116		26th Feb – 1st March 2024    Athens, Greece
TSG-RAN WG1 Meeting#116bis		15th – 19th April 2024	        TBC, China
