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1. Introduction
In RAN4#104-e, a WF was agreed regarding on UL Tx switching across 3 or 4 bands with single TAG [1][2]. And one of the open issues is the exact value of Tx switching period in this scenario: 
	Exact value of Tx switching period
•	Further discuss the two options in the next meeting:
–	Option 1: Reuse the same switching period for each band pair as UE reported in Rel-16/17, i.e., UE does not need to report new or larger switching period per band pair for Rel-18 Tx switching.
–	Option 2: Although the set of switching periods is the same as in Rel-16/17, a different value can be reported for each band pair in Rel-18 Tx switching with 3/4 bands configured.


In our view, Rel-16/17 have already provided sufficient implementation flexibility by allowing different Tx switching period for 1T-2T and 2T-2T switching cases for the same pair of switching bands, and increasing the number of bands while actual switching still happens in one selected band pair does not require a different switching period.
2. Discussion
In Rel-17, there are some fundamental enhancements for Tx switching on top of Rel-16:
· From 1T-2T to 2T-2T switching
· One of the two bands may include 2 contiguous CCs
Such fundamental enhancements have direct impacts on switching operation for a band pair, thus are sufficiently able to justify a different switching period for the same band pair, though the value set is the same.
Observation 1: Rel-17 Tx switching enhancements are sufficiently able to justify a different switching period for the same band pair.
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Fig. 1, Tx switching in Rel-18
Further enhancement in Rel-18 is to increase the number of bands for the switching operation. As shown in Fig. 1, the actual switching is still band-pair-wise operation due to the limitation of two concurrent Tx chains, and the additional operation is just to select 2 bands out of 3 or 4 bands for the switching, and it has no direct impact on the actual switching, unless such implementation aspects are identified.
Observation 2: The additional operation of choosing 2 bands out of 3 or 4 bands for the switching in Rel-18 does not have a direct impact on the actual band-pair-wise switching operation, unless such implementation aspects are identified.
Therefore, we propose that RAN4 specify the same value of switching period for each band pair in Rel-18 as Rel-16/17. 
Proposal: RAN4 to specify the same value of switching period for each band pair in Rel-18 Tx switching as Rel-16/17.
3. Conclusion
In this paper, we have the following observations and proposal for UL Tx switching in Rel-18:
Observation 1: Rel-17 Tx switching enhancements are sufficiently able to justify a different switching period for the same band pair.
Observation 2: The additional operation of choosing 2 bands out of 3 or 4 bands for the switching in Rel-18 does not have a direct impact on the actual band-pair-wise switching operation, unless such implementation aspects are identified.
Proposal: RAN4 to specify the same value of switching period for each band pair in Rel-18 Tx switching as Rel-16/17.
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