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1 Introduction
Introduction of the frequency range 5945 - 6425 MHz for unlicensed operation in Europe has been discussed both in RAN and RAN4 meetings. As agreed in WF R4-2103229, there are the following two options to introduce unlicensed operation in the range 5945-6425 MHz in Europe: 
2 Option 1: Re-using already defined band n96 
· FFS if additional notes and/or clarifications are needed. Regional specific requirements to be included in relevant specifications.
3 Option 2: Defining a new band n[xx] 
· On top of specific requirements provided by ECC, the new band shall reuse requirements already defined for n96, where possible.
In this contribution we provide technical discussion why we support option 2.
4 Discussion
It should be noticed that the range 5945-6425 MHz in Europe is different from other regional allocations in the 6 GHz range since unlicensed operation over 5945-6425 MHz is adjacent to radio services not considered compatible for sharing with unlicensed operation and possible licensed operation in the 6425-7125 MHz range. Consequently, the two band plans (n96 with NS values and European specific band) are not identical. 

The dedicated unlicensed band for EU is a better option from the point of view of the European regulatory conformance since the frequency range indicated by a dedicated "EU" follows European regulation and operation beyond this frequency range as allowed by n96 is illegal. This is particularly important for general authorization, which cannot be guaranteed for n96 usage in Europe to prevent unauthorized operation in 6425-7125 MHz 

Regarding option 1 (reuse of n96 with NS values), the concern is that NS values may be subject to user access restriction since the equipment may not always be professionally installed like for licensed operation. The risk of unprofessional installation is higher especially for standalone unlicensed operation. There is therefore some risk that NS values are not properly implemented/signaled. This is also an issue for n46 with its support of NS values of different regions and its frequency range exceeding that allowed in many EU member states, but this should be avoided for the 6 GHz range

It should also be mentioned requirements for the European band can account for use of a wider RF filter (5925-7125 MHz) e.g. most RX requirements (except OOBB) can be reused from n96 [2] which in turn will allow reuse of n96 hardware.

Due to the reasons above, we strongly prefer introduction of European specific band plan. 





5 Conclusion
Based on the discussion above for unlicensed operation in Europe in 5945 - 6425 MHz range, we support option 2.
Proposal:  Define a new band n[xx] for unlicensed operation in Europe in 5945 - 6425 MHz range.
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