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1. Overall Description

After RAN3 #53bis meeting, it was detected that MBMS Service Area may be interpreted in different ways. Thus during RAN3 #54 meeting, it was clarified that MBMS Service Area is service agnostic and multiple MBMS services may be provided in one MBMS Service Area. (i.e, Multiple MBMS sessions belonging to different MBMS services with the same MBMS Service Area ID)
MBMS Service Area is defined in TS25.346 as following; 

MBMS Service Area: The area in which a specific MBMS Bearer Service is available. It is defined individually per MBMS Bearer Service. [4] 
[4] refers to TS23.246 and defines the MBMS Service Area as follows,
MBMS Service Area: The area within which data of a specific MBMS session are sent. Each individual MBMS session of an MBMS Bearer Service may be sent to a different MBMS Service Area. This MBMS Service Area is the same or a subset of the Multicast or Broadcast Service Area as defined in TS 22.146 [2]. An MBMS Service Area smaller than the Multicast or Broadcast Service Area is typically used for localized services.

While discussing different possible interpretations, RAN3 felt that it will be beneficial to clarify the second sentence of above definition because the second sentence can be interpreted in different way. (One MBMS Service area per MBMS service? or one MBMS service area per multiple MBMS services?) To avoid this kind of misunderstanding of MBMS Service Area in the future, RAN3 proposes to RAN2 to clarify the 2nd sentence of the MBMS Service Area definition.
It is also interesting to note that the definition provided in [4] refers to an MBMS session, therefore RAN3 considers that it might be clearer if the definition in TS25.346 also refers to an MBMS session.
RAN3 believes that the following wordings may be good candidates:

Option A (deleting second sentence),

MBMS Service Area: The area in which a specific MBMS session  is available. [4] 
Option B (MBMS Service Area commonality is emphasized):

MBMS Service Area: The area in which a specific MBMS session is available. Each individual MBMS session of an MBMS Bearer Service may be sent to a different MBMS Service Area. The same MBMS Service Area may be used by multiple MBMS sessions belonging to different MBMS services. [4]
2. Actions:
To 3GPP RAN2:

3GPP RAN3 kindly asks RAN2 to review the definition for MBMS Service Area that is shown above and clarify the MBMS Service Area definition in TS25.346 upon RAN2 decision..
3. Dates of Next 3GPP TSG-RAN WG3 Meetings:
3GPP TSG RAN WG3 #55

12 - 16 February 2007            US
3GPP TSG RAN WG3 #55bis

27 - 30 March     2007            EU
