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1. Introduction

Based on the discussions in RAN3#53bis it was clear that a general majority of the companies supported a vision in where the HSPA Architecture evolution is disconnected from the enhancements of the HSPA radio interface.

A working assumption was however not taken as it was felt that a proper elaboration of a text proposal would be needed so that any such statement would not rule out possibilities to find the best possible solutions for both the HSPA architecture and radio features.

In this contribution we summarize the reasons why this is important and provide a text proposal for the HSPA Evolution TR [25.999].

2. Discussion
In this contribution it is proposed that a potential evolution of the HSPA Architecture should be defined independently from enhancements of the HSPA radio interface. 
By disconnecting the radio interface enhancements with the architecture evolution, 3GPP would achieve:

· Operators that want the radio interface enhancements are not forced to migrate into the evolved HSPA architecture. This could be especially beneficial for operators with different vendors of CN and RANs which might not have fully synchronized release schedules.

· The evolution of radio access network may require enhancements on the radio interface only for some architectural options, depending on the deployment scenarios they are intended for.

· UEs can be made independent of the architecture, which means that legacy terminals can be supported on the same carrier in the same cell.
Thus, in order to support an independent evolution of the HSPA radio interface we understand that also the traditional UTRAN architecture interfaces (i.e. Iu, Iur and Iub) shall be enhanced to support the radio features included in the HSPA evolution work. 
Moreover, it is important to stress that a radio network architecture is not only defined for giving best technical support to the radio features. Factors such as operational cost and multi-vendor interoperability are also of outermost importance. 

For future radio interface enhancements, common solutions compatible with all the agreed architectures shall be targeted in order to not to introduce unnecessary options. However, radio interface enhancements that may result beneficial only for some architectural options should be considered as well.
3. Proposal
It is proposed that the following text is agreed and included in [25.999]:
----------------Text Proposal Start----------------

11.1 Independence Between Radio Features and HSPA Architecture Evolution
The potential HSPA Architecture evolution will be defined independently from enhancements in the HSPA radio interface (both layer 1 and radio protocols). Thus, the traditional UTRAN interfaces (Iu, Iur and Iub) shall be enhanced in order to support the features included in the evolved HSPA radio interface. However this does not preclude the possibility to introduce new features in the HSPA radio interface, in case they are beneficial mainly to one of the architectures. 
----------------Text Proposal End----------------
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