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1. Introduction

3GPP SA2 #53 has agreed that UPE relocation in active mode needs to be supported by SAE. This is reported in [1]. 

This paper reinforces such requirement further.

2. On the need for UPE relocation

The extent to which UPE relocation in active mode should be optimized, depends on the functions allocated to the UPE.

Currently, the UPE is regarded as an access-aware (LTE-specific) node, placed one hierarchical level above the eNode-B

However, for a variety of reasons, a SAE solution can be envisaged where the UPE functionalities are incorporated in the eNode-B. Such a solution can be also regarded as a collocation of the UPE with the eNode-B.

To enable this solution, UPE relocation in active mode will have to offer acceptable performance. Therefore, it is proposed that UPE relocation in active mode is studied, having in mind a level of performance comparable to the inter-eNode-B handover.

3. Conclusion

This contribution has reaffirmed the need for UPE relocation in active mode in relation with the overall SAE architecture.

To enable SAE implementations of interest, it is proposed that UPE relocation in active mode is studied, having in mind a level of performance comparable to the inter-e-NodeB handover.
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