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1. Introduction
In this meeting, RAN3 received reply LS from RAN2 in R3-240015 [1], as below.
	1. Overall Description:
RAN2 thanks RAN3 for the LS regarding the ‘SDT signaling optimization for partial context transfer’ in R2-2309436/R3-234589.
RAN2 discussed the scenario in RAN3 LS about the DL non-SDT data arrival in case of RA-SDT without UE anchor relocation. RAN2 agrees the benefits of the proposed solution from RAN3. The solution is feasible from RAN2 perspective and has small impacts on RAN2 spec, and RAN2 decided to agree on the related CR for TS 38.331 and 38.306.
2. Actions:
To RAN3:
ACTION: 	RAN2 kindly asks RAN3 to take above response into account for RAN3 work. 
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Some papers (i.e., [2] to [11]) are submitted to provide several RAN3 solutions to address the issue indicated in this incoming LS. 
This response paper compares these RAN3 solutions and provides observations and proposals.
2. Discussion
2.1 RAN2 solution
The RAN2 CRs agreed to avoid the paging procedure by RAN2 spec enhancement. 
In detail, in case of DL non-SDT data/signaling or DL large size of SDT data/signaling arrival, the anchor gNB needs to check UE capability, if supported, it sends a new flag (i.e., resumeIndication) included in the RRCRelease container by Xn retrieve context failure message, as specified in TS 38.331：
resumeIndication
Indicates that the UE shall trigger the RRC connection resume procedure after receiving this RRCRelease message, as specified in clause 5.3.8.3. The network only includes this field in the RRCRelease message used to terminate an ongoing SDT procedure.

In [3], this is shown below: 
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Figure 1: RAN2 solution (abstracted from [3])
Observation 1: RAN2 solution has no RAN3 impact and can be clarified in stage 2 specs.
2.2 Clarification in Stage 2 specs.
If fully aligning with RAN2 solution, there is no RAN3 signaling impact. RAN3 can clarify it in stage 2 specs. 
Proposal 1: RAN3 agrees to align with RAN2 solution without any enhancement.
If proposal 1 is agreed, there are two methods to clarify this solution in stage 2 specs.
· Method 1: Update text to indicate that last serving gNB can direct the UE either to continue in RRC_INACTIVE state or initiate RRC resume procedure to move to RRC_CONNECTED state. (e.g., [2], [7, [8]])
In [9], it indicated that there is no need to over specify the current text in TS 38.300 regarding the behaviour of UE upon receiving RRCRelease message with the new indicator. One option however is to remove mention of the RRC state:
	NOTE 1a:	In case DL non-SDT data or DL non-SDT signalling arrives, or UE assistance information (i.e. UL non-SDT data arrival indication) is received from the UE, the last serving gNB terminates the SDT procedure and directs the UE to continue in RRC_INACTIVE state by sending the RRCRelease message.



· Method 2: Update text to remove mention of the RRC state. [11]
It is the common understanding that stage 2 clarification shall be in general, so we prefer to use method 2.
Proposal 2: RAN3 agrees to update text to remove mention of the RRC state in stage 2 specs (method 2).
3. Conclusion
After the above analysis, we provide the following observation and proposals. 
Observation 1: RAN2 solution has no RAN3 impact and can be clarified in stage 2 specs.
Proposal 1: RAN3 agrees to align with RAN2 solution without any enhancement.
Proposal 2: RAN3 agrees to update text to remove mention of the RRC state in stage 2 specs (method 2).
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