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	Reason for change:
	R18 XR supports the non-homogeneous deployment for PDU set based handling at RAN. If a UE moves from a source gNB supporting PDU set based handling to a target gNB not supporting PDU set based handling, it is useless to forward the dynamic PDU set information to the target gNB. 
As specified in clause 8.2.1.2 in TS 38.423, duing a Xn-based hanover, if the target gNB indicates “supported” to the source gNB, the source gNB shall include the PDU set information in the data to be forwarded; Otherwise, the source gNB may not forward the PDU set information. The correspinding text is excerpted as below.
	For a QoS flow established with PDU Set QoS parameters, if the PDU Set based Handling Indicator IE set to "supported" is included in the HANDOVER REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message, the source NG-RAN node shall, if supported, include the PDU Set information in the data to be forwarded. Otherwise, the source NG-RAN node may not include the PDU Set information in the data to be forwarded.


The PDU set support indicator is used to help the source gNB to judge whether the target gNB supports PDU set based handling. Such mechnism should be generally applied for both Xn-based and NG-based handover, but the NG-based handover case was not considered in previous discussion. Similar siganling design and description should be added to TS 38.413 for NG-based handover. 
During NG-based handover, upon receiving the HANDOVER REQUEST including the PDU set QoS parameters, the target gNB shall, if supported, contain the PDU set support indicator in the HANDOVER REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message, and the SMF shall further transfer the indicator to the source gNB via the Handover Command Transfer IE. The source gNB shall include the PDU set information in the to-be-forwarded data if the PDU set support indicator in indicated; Otherwise, it can remove the PDU set information.

	
	

	Summary of change:
	1. Add the PDU Set based Handling Indicator IE in the Handover Command Transfer IE.
2. Add the procedure text related to the PDU Set based Handling Indicator for the source gNB and target gNB during NG-based hanover.
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	Consequences if not approved:
	During NG-based handover, the source gNB is not aware of whether the target gNB supports PDU set based handling, and may not handle the PDU set information as expected during data forwarding.
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Figure 8.4.1.2-1: Handover preparation: successful operation
The source NG-RAN node initiates the handover preparation by sending the HANDOVER REQUIRED message to the serving AMF. When the source NG-RAN node sends the HANDOVER REQUIRED message, it shall start the timer TNGRELOCprep. The source NG-RAN node shall indicate the appropriate cause value for the handover in the Cause IE.
Upon reception of the HANDOVER REQUIRED message the AMF shall, for each PDU session indicated in the PDU Session ID IE, transparently transfer the Handover Required Transfer IE to the SMF associated with the concerned PDU session. If the UE is a mobile IAB-MT which does not have any PDU sessions activated, the AMF shall ignore the PDU Session Resource List IE, and behave as specified in TS 23.502 [10].
In case of intra-system handover, the information in the Source to Target Transparent Container IE shall be encoded according to the definition of the Source NG-RAN node to Target NG-RAN node Transparent Container IE.
If the DL Forwarding IE is included for a given QoS flow in the PDU Session Resource Information Item IE within the Source NG-RAN node to Target NG-RAN node Transparent Container IE of the HANDOVER REQUIRED message and it is set to "DL forwarding proposed", it indicates that the source NG-RAN node proposes forwarding of downlink data for that QoS flow.
If the UL Forwarding IE is included for a given QoS flow in the PDU Session Resource Information Item IE within the Source NG-RAN Node to Target NG-RAN Node Transparent Container IE of the HANDOVER REQUIRED message and it is set to "UL forwarding proposed", it indicates that the source NG-RAN node proposes forwarding of uplink data for that QoS flow.
If the DRBs to QoS Flows Mapping List IE is included in the PDU Session Resource Information Item IE within the Source NG-RAN node to Target NG-RAN node Transparent Container IE of the HANDOVER REQUIRED message, it implicitly indicates that the source NG-RAN node proposes forwarding of downlink data for those DRBs. 
If the QoS Flow Mapping Indication IE for a QoS flow is included in the Associated QoS Flow List IE within the DRBs to QoS Flows Mapping List IE within the Source NG-RAN node to Target NG-RAN node Transparent Container IE of the HANDOVER REQUIRED message, it indicates that the source NG-RAN node has mapped only the uplink or downlink of the QoS flow to the DRB. 
The source NG-RAN node shall, for each MRB of each MBS session contained in the MBS Session Information Target to Source List IE, start data forwarding to the TNL address contained in the DL Forwarding UP TNL Information IE. If the MRB Progress Information IE is contained for an MRB in the Data Forwarding Response MRB List IE in the MBS Session Information Target to Source List IE, the source NG-RAN node may use this information to determine when to stop data forwarding.
In case of intra-system handover, if the HANDOVER COMMAND message contains the DL Forwarding UP TNL Information IE for a given DRB within the Data Forwarding Response DRB List IE in the Handover Command Transfer IE, the source NG-RAN node shall consider that the forwarding of downlink data for this DRB is accepted by the target NG-RAN node. If the HANDOVER COMMAND message contains the UL Forwarding UP TNL Information IE for a given DRB in the Data Forwarding Response DRB List IE within the Handover Command Transfer IE, it means the target NG-RAN node has requested the forwarding of uplink data for this DRB.
[bookmark: _Hlk23854732]In case direct data forwarding is applied for inter-system handover, if the Data Forwarding Response E-RAB List IE in the Handover Command Transfer IE is included in the HANDOVER COMMAND message, the source NG-RAN node shall consider that forwarding of downlink data for this E-RAB is accepted by the target eNB.
If the HANDOVER COMMAND message contains the UL Forwarding UP TNL Information IE for a given PDU session within the Handover Command Transfer IE, the source NG-RAN node shall consider that the forwarding of uplink data of the QoS flows is accepted by the target NG-RAN node.
In case of inter-system handover to LTE, the information in the Source to Target Transparent Container IE shall be encoded according to the Source eNB to Target eNB Transparent Container IE definition as specified in TS 36.413 [16].
[bookmark: OLE_LINK34]If the Direct Forwarding Path Availability IE is included in the HANDOVER REQUIRED message the AMF shall handle it as specified in TS 23.502 [10].
If the Direct Forwarding Path Availability IE is included within the Handover Required Transfer IE of the HANDOVER REQUIRED message the SMF shall handle it as specified in TS 23.502 [10].
When the preparation, including the reservation of resources at the target side is ready, the AMF responds with the HANDOVER COMMAND message to the source NG-RAN node. In case of intra-system handover, the AMF shall include the PDU Session Resource Handover List IE in the HANDOVER COMMAND message.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK5]Upon reception of the HANDOVER COMMAND message the source NG-RAN node shall stop the timer TNGRELOCprep and start the timer TNGRELOCoverall.
If there are any PDU sessions that could not be admitted in the target, they shall be indicated in the PDU Session Resource to Release List IE.
NOTE:	As an exception in case of inter-system handover to LTE, the AMF generates the Handover Preparation Unsuccessful Transfer IE in the PDU Session Resource to Release List IE.
If the HANDOVER COMMAND message contains the QoS Flow to be Forwarded List IE and/or Data Forwarding Response DRB List IE within the Handover Command Transfer IE for a given PDU session, then the source NG-RAN node should initiate data forwarding for the QoS flows as specified in TS 38.300 [8]. For a QoS flow established with PDU set QoS parameters, if the PDU Set based Handling Indicator IE set to "supported" is included in the HANDOVER COMMAND message, the source NG-RAN node shall, if supported, include the PDU Set information and indication of End of Data Burst in the data to be forwarded. Otherwise, the source NG-RAN node may not include the PDU Set information and indication of End of Data Burst in the data to be forwarded.
If the HANDOVER COMMAND message contains the Additional DL Forwarding UP TNL Information IE within the Handover Command Transfer IE, the source NG-RAN node should initiate data forwarding of the PDU session split in different tunnel and shall use the received UP transport layer information for the forwarding QoS flows associated to it.
If the HANDOVER COMMAND message contains the Additional UL Forwarding UP TNL Information IE within the Handover Command Transfer IE, the source NG-RAN node should initiate data forwarding of the PDU session split in different tunnels using the received UP transport layer information.
If the NAS Security Parameters from NG-RAN IE is included in the HANDOVER COMMAND message the NG-RAN node shall use it as specified in TS 33.501 [13].
If the Target to Source Transparent Container IE has been received by the AMF from the handover target then the transparent container shall be included in the HANDOVER COMMAND message.
If the HANDOVER COMMAND message contains the QoS Flow Failed to Setup List IE within the Handover Command Transfer IE, the source NG-RAN node shall consider that the listed QoS flows are failed to be handed over.
In case of inter-system handover to LTE, the information in the Target to Source Transparent Container IE shall be encoded according to the definition of the Target eNB to Source eNB Transparent Container IE as specified in TS 36.413 [16]. 
If the Index to RAT/Frequency Selection Priority IE is contained in the Source NG-RAN Node to Target NG-RAN Node Transparent Container IE, the target NG-RAN node shall store the content of the received Index to RAT/Frequency Selection Priority IE in the UE context and use it as defined in TS 23.501 [9].
If the DAPS Request Information IE is included for a DRB in the Source NG-RAN Node to Target NG-RAN Node Transparent Container IE within the HANDOVER REQUIRED message, it indicates that the request concerns a DAPS Handover for that DRB, as described in TS 38.300 [8]. 
Interactions with other NGAP procedures:
If, after a HANDOVER REQUIRED message is sent and before the Handover Preparation procedure is terminated, the source NG-RAN node receives an AMF initiated PDU Session Management procedure on the same UE-associated signalling connection, the source NG-RAN node shall either:
1.	Cancel the Handover Preparation procedure by executing the Handover Cancellation procedure with an appropriate cause value. After successful completion of the Handover Cancellation procedure, the source NG-RAN node shall continue the AMF initiated PDU Session Management procedure.
or
2.	Terminate the AMF initiated PDU Session Management procedure by sending the appropriate response message with an appropriate cause value, e.g. "NG intra-system handover triggered" or "NG inter-system handover triggered" to the AMF and then the source NG-RAN node shall continue with the handover procedure.
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This IE is transparent to the AMF.
	IE/Group Name
	Presence
	Range
	IE type and reference
	Semantics description
	Criticality
	Assigned Criticality

	DL Forwarding UP TNL Information
	O
	
	UP Transport Layer Information
9.3.2.2
	To deliver forwarded DL PDUs per PDU session tunnel.
	-
	

	QoS Flow to be Forwarded List
	
	0..1
	
	
	-
	

	>QoS Flow to be Forwarded Item
	
	1..<maxnoofQoSFlows>
	
	
	-
	

	>>QoS Flow Identifier
	M
	
	9.3.1.51
	
	-
	

	Data Forwarding Response DRB List
	O
	
	9.3.1.77
	
	-
	

	Additional DL Forwarding UP TNL Information
	O
	
	QoS Flow per TNL Information List
9.3.2.1
	NG-RAN node endpoint to deliver forwarded DL PDUs for split PDU session tunnel, together with associated QoS flows to be forwarded.
	YES
	ignore

	UL Forwarding UP TNL Information
	O
	
	UP Transport Layer Information
9.3.2.2
	To deliver forwarded UL PDUs 
	YES
	reject

	Additional UL Forwarding UP TNL Information
	O
	
	UP Transport Layer Information List
9.3.2.12
	NG-RAN node endpoint to deliver forwarded UL PDUs for split PDU session tunnel.
	YES
	reject

	Data Forwarding Response E-RAB List
	O
	
	9.3.1.121
	
	YES
	ignore

	QoS Flow Failed to Setup List
	O
	
	QoS Flow List with Cause
9.3.1.13
	
	YES
	ignore

	PDU Set based Handling Indicator
	O
	
	9.3.1.268
	
	YES
	ignore
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9.4.5	Information Element Definitions
-- ASN1START
-- **************************************************************
--
-- Information Element Definitions
--
-- **************************************************************
>>>>>>>>>>unchanged parts are skipped<<<<<<<<<<
-- H

HandoverCommandTransfer ::= SEQUENCE {
	dLForwardingUP-TNLInformation		UPTransportLayerInformation						OPTIONAL,
	qosFlowToBeForwardedList			QosFlowToBeForwardedList						OPTIONAL,
	dataForwardingResponseDRBList		DataForwardingResponseDRBList					OPTIONAL,
	iE-Extensions		ProtocolExtensionContainer { {HandoverCommandTransfer-ExtIEs} } OPTIONAL,
	...
}

HandoverCommandTransfer-ExtIEs NGAP-PROTOCOL-EXTENSION ::= {
	{ ID id-AdditionalDLForwardingUPTNLInformation		CRITICALITY ignore	EXTENSION QosFlowPerTNLInformationList			PRESENCE optional		}|
	{ ID id-ULForwardingUP-TNLInformation				CRITICALITY reject	EXTENSION UPTransportLayerInformation			PRESENCE optional		}|
	{ ID id-AdditionalULForwardingUPTNLInformation		CRITICALITY reject	EXTENSION UPTransportLayerInformationList		PRESENCE optional		}|
	{ ID id-DataForwardingResponseERABList				CRITICALITY ignore	EXTENSION DataForwardingResponseERABList		PRESENCE optional		}|
	{ ID id-QosFlowFailedToSetupList					CRITICALITY ignore	EXTENSION QosFlowListWithCause						PRESENCE optional		}|
	{ ID id-PDUSetbasedHandlingIndicator 				CRITICALITY ignore	EXTENSION PDUSetbasedHandlingIndicator 					PRESENCE optional },
	...
}
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