3GPP TSG-RAN WG3 Meeting #123	R3-240313
Athens, GR, 26 Feb – 01 Mar, 2024

Title:	[draft] Reply LS on Rel-18 RedCap enhancements to address remaining ENs in TS 23.502
[bookmark: OLE_LINK57][bookmark: OLE_LINK58][bookmark: OLE_LINK59][bookmark: OLE_LINK60][bookmark: OLE_LINK61]Response to:	S2-2401530/ R3-240043
Release:	Release 18
[bookmark: _GoBack]Work Item:	NR_redcap_enh-Core

Source:	Huawei [to be RAN3]
To:	SA2
[bookmark: OLE_LINK45][bookmark: OLE_LINK46]Cc:	RAN2, CT4

Contact person:	Feng Han
	Hanfeng3@huawei.com
	
Send any reply LS to:	3GPP Liaisons Coordinator, mailto:3GPPLiaison@etsi.org

Attachments:	

1	Overall description
RAN3 thanks to SA2 for their LS on the Rel-18 RedCap enhancements to address remaining ENs in TS 23.502. 

With respect to the following question: 

SA2 would like to understand whether it is possible that a UE can have both REDCAP and eREDCAP capabilities and can change from a REDCAP UE to an eREDCAP UE (and vice versa)? 

If the UE can change from a REDCAP UE to an eREDCAP UE (and vice versa), what is the expected behaviour of a UE with regards to REDCAP/eREDCAP indication stated above in access stratum and provided during the RRC connection establishment procedure?

RAN3 understands that a UE cannot have both REDCAP and eREDCAP capabilities and cannot change from a REDCAP UE to an eREDCAP UE (and vice versa). REDCAP and eREDCAP are different UE category/type and a UE can only belong to one of them, which is similar as UE Category in LTE. 

And RAN3 considers that the (e)REDCAP indication can be indicated in the NGAP INITIAL UE MESSAGE, when the gNB detects the RedCap or eRedCap early indication. 


2	Actions
To SA2: 
ACTION: 	RAN3 kindly asks SA2 to take the above into account.
3	Dates of next RAN3 meetings
Updated meeting schedule can be found at: https://portal.3gpp.org/?tbid=373&SubTB=381#/ 

RAN3#123-bis	2024-04-15  -  2024-04-19 	China, CN 
RAN3#124		2024-05-20  -  2024-05-24		Japan, JP 
RAN3#125		2024-08-19  -  2024-08-23 	EU, EU	    


