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1	Introduction
As described in the WID [1], one of the objectives is to specify mechanisms to enhance service continuity for the single-hop Layer 2 (L2) UE-to-Network relays detailed as follows:
1. Specify mechanisms to enhance service continuity for single-hop Layer-2 UE-to-Network relay for the following scenarios [RAN2, RAN3]:
A. Inter-gNB indirect-to-direct path switching (i.e., “remote UE <-> relay UE A <-> gNB X” to “remote UE <-> gNB Y”)
B. Inter-gNB direct-to-indirect path switching (i.e., “remote UE <-> gNB X” to “remote UE <-> relay UE A <-> gNB Y”)
C. Intra-gNB indirect-to-indirect path switching (i.e., “remote UE <-> relay UE A <-> gNB X” to “remote UE <-> relay UE B <-> gNB X”)
D. Inter-gNB indirect-to-indirect path switching (i.e., “remote UE<-> relay UE A <-> gNB X” to “remote UE <-> relay UE B <-> gNB Y”)
Note 2A: Scenario D is to be supported by reusing solutions for the other scenarios without specific optimizations
To support inter-gNB path switch, we should discuss some main points in the first meeting, e.g., which node makes the decision when select the target relay UE.
[bookmark: _Ref178064866]2	Discussion
In the inter-gNB path switching scenarios, either the source gNB or the target gNB is possible to make decision on selection the target relay UE provided enhancements to the signaling is considered. The following figures give a general picture on the potential procedures.
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Figure 1. Source gNB makes decision on selection of target relay UE
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Figure 2. Target gNB makes decision on selection of target relay UE

Traditionally, in inter-gNB mobility scenarios, based on the handover request message from the source gNB, it is up to the target gNB to accept a UE handover (via admission control) and provide the corresponding configuration to the source gNB. In this case, the source gNB pre-selects a particular target gNB based on UE measurements. As a result, both source and target gNB are involved in the decision making process. 
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Figure 1: Inter-gNB path switch scenario
A similar principle should be applied in the inter-gNB path switch scenario, where the source gNB pre-selects a list of candidate U2N relay UEs under target gNB coverage and sends this list (over Xn signaling) to the target gNB. Based on this information, it would also be appropriate for the target gNB to decide on the target U2N relay UE because only the target gNB has knowledge about the candidate U2N relay’s context in terms of for e.g., Uu signal strength, capability, and various other aspects. 
1. [bookmark: _Toc110896296]For Rel-18 inter-gNB path switch procedure, only the target gNB has knowledge about the candidate U2N relays in terms of for e.g., the Uu signal strength, capability, and various other aspects. 
By having the target gNB decide on the target U2N relay UE, we can also avoid the situation where the source and target gNB would need to exchange messages over the Xn interface for the source gNB to obtain the candidate U2N relay UE’s context information (for e.g., Uu signal strength, capability) from the target gNB.   
1. [bookmark: _Toc110896297]In an inter-gNB path switch procedure, unnecessary exchange of information about the candidate relay UEs over the Xn interface should be avoided. 
As a result, the source gNB pre-selects the candidate U2N relay UEs and the target gNB should be the entity to decide on the target U2N relay (within its coverage) with the details of the Xn signaling. In addition, the target gNB should provide the remote UE (via source gNB) with the configuration to setup the indirect path.
1. [bookmark: _Toc110896298]In an inter-gNB path switch procedure, based on the preselected candidate U2N relays UEs by the source gNB, the target gNB is to decide on the target U2N relay UE. 
From standards perspective, either new procedure or existing procedure can be used for SL relay path switch purpose. There is at least one restriction in current XnAP handover procedure. In the HANDOVER REQUEST message, the UE context Information IE currently is mandatory however should not be present if the handover procedure is reused for SL relay path switch. Therefore, at least the inclusion of this IE should be clarified. From our point of view, reusing the existing procedure would be a simpler way.
1. [bookmark: _Toc110896299]RAN3 to discuss potential XnAP impacts to support selection of target relay UE in case of inter-gNB path switch.
[bookmark: _Toc70424553][bookmark: _Ref189046994]3 Conclusion
In the previous sections we made the following observations: 
Observation 1	For Rel-18 inter-gNB path switch procedure, only the target gNB has knowledge about the candidate U2N relays in terms of for e.g., the Uu signal strength, capability, and various other aspects.
Observation 2	In an inter-gNB path switch procedure, unnecessary exchange of information about the candidate relay UEs over the Xn interface should be avoided.
Based on the discussion in the previous sections we propose the following:
Proposal 1	In an inter-gNB path switch procedure, based on the preselected candidate U2N relays UEs by the source gNB, the target gNB is to decide on the target U2N relay UE.
Proposal 2	RAN3 to discuss potential XnAP impacts to support selection of target relay UE in case of inter-gNB path switch.
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