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1 Introduction

The closing of Rel-17 marks the conclusion of the inclusive language review in 3GPP as planned in [1] and [2]. This contribution provides a status update and an indication of the upcoming steps.
2 Status Update
2.1 “Untouched” Rel-16 Specifications
According to the 3GPP Specifications Manager, 55 Rel-16 specifications to be “silently” upgraded to Rel-17 (i.e. “untouched” by technical CRs so far) still contain non-inclusive terms. Among these, 6 are under RAN3 responsibility, as also mentioned by the RAN3 Chair on the reflector. They are listed in Table 1 below, which also includes a list of outstanding issues found.
	Spec #
	Title
	Outstanding issues

	TS 25.402
	Synchronisation in UTRAN Stage 2
	· Sec. 3.1: “slave clock”
· Secs. 6.1.2.3, 6.1.2.3.1: “master cells” (several instances)
(The references in Sec. 2 should be OK as long as they are aligned with the title of the referenced document, as discussed in previous meetings)

	TS 25.467
	UTRAN architecture for 3G Home Node B (HNB); Stage 2
	None once corresponding endorsed Rapporteur CR (see Table 2 below) is agreed

	TS 25.484
	Automatic Neighbour Relation (ANR) for UTRAN; Stage 2
	None once corresponding endorsed Rapporteur CR (see Table 2 below) is agreed

	TS 36.413
	Evolved Universal Terrestrial Radio Access Network (E-UTRAN); S1 Application Protocol (S1AP)
	· Sec. 9.2.1.151, tabular: “black list of cells”; “blackCellsToAddModList”
· Sec. 9.3.4: blackCellsToAddModList OCTET STRING OPTIONAL
(“source (Master-)NG RAN node” in Sec. 9.2.1.144 is OK as it is used in the context of Dual Connectivity)

NB: At RAN #92-e it was decided [3] that ASN.1 IE names are part of the review activity and shall be changed when needed. The above IE is related to RRC, for which RAN2 endorsed a fix in [4].

	TS 37.460
	Iuant interface: General aspects and principles
	None once corresponding endorsed Rapporteur CR (see Table 2 below) is agreed

	TS 37.462
	Iuant interface: Signalling transport
	None once corresponding endorsed Rapporteur CR (see Table 2 below) is agreed


Table 1 Rel-16 specifications under RAN3 responsibility to be updated to Rel-17, with non-inclusive terms, and possible fixes.
4 out of 6 will be covered once the corresponding Rapporteur CR in Table 2 will be agreed. For the two remaining ones (TSs 25.402 and 36.413), it seems appropriate to discuss any Rapporteur CR, if any, at this meeting.
Proposal 1: Discuss and agree Rapporteur CRs for TSs 36.413 and 25.402, if available, at this meeting to fix any outstanding non-inclusive terms.
The instance of “slave clock” in TS 25.402 is within the definition of “Reference Timing Signal”: that definition is copied from ITU Recommendation G.818, which is part of the inclusive language review in ITU (see status update in Sec. 2.3 below). In any case, it seems that replacing “slave” with “secondary” is not technically correct when referred to clocks, as “secondary clock” has a different meaning: it refers to the concept of redundancy.
Observation 1: When referring to clocks, replacing “slave” with “secondary” is not technically correct.
Possible technically correct alternatives to “slave clock” could be “receiving clock”, or simply removing the last part of that sentence
.
2.2 Update from ITU and IEEE 1588

As previously mentioned, other SDOs are currently discussing similar issues and the impact on their own standards. ITU has not reached a conclusion also due to the significant amount of work that this activity involves
, but it seems their approach should be similar to the one adopted by 3GPP.

Observation 2: ITU inclusive language discussions are still in progress, but it seems they might follow a similar approach to 3GPP.
For applications concerning IEEE 1588, ITU has decided to wait for P1588g results.

IEEE 1588 work is still in progress [6]. It seems IEEE might adopt “time transmitter” / “time receiver” for clock terminology. We note that IEEE 1588 discussions refer to time references, while 3GPP RAN typically refers to frequency references. For this reason IEEE 1588 discussions do not seem relevant to 3GPP RAN at this time
.

Observation 3: IEEE 1588 inclusive language discussions do not seem relevant to 3GPP RAN at this time.
We should expect some communication from them in the near future, none the less we propose to finalize our review in Rel-17 to the best of our capacity. In the worst case, minor adjustments might be needed once other SDOs conclude their work.

Proposal 2: RAN3 should finalize the inclusive language review in Rel-17, although minor adjustments might be needed once other SDOs conclude their work.
2.3 CRs Already Endorsed by RAN3
Table 2 below lists the Rapporteur CRs already endorsed by RAN3. The 1st column also shows the Tdoc #s allocated at RAN3 #115-e, for convenience.

	Tdoc # at RAN3 #115-e
	Is revision of (endorsed CR)
	Title
	Source
	Release
	Spec
	Version
	CR category

	R3-221640
	R3-210708
	Inclusive language review
	Huawei
	Rel-17
	37.460
	16.0.0
	D

	R3-221641
	R3-210709
	Inclusive language review
	Huawei
	Rel-17
	37.462
	16.0.0
	D

	R3-221642
	R3-214293
	Inclusive language cleanup for TS25.484
	ZTE
	Rel-17
	25.484
	16.0.0
	D

	R3-221643
	R3-214831
	Inclusive language review for TS 25.467
	Nokia, Nokia Shanghai Bell
	Rel-17
	25.467
	16.0.0
	D


Table 2 Endorsed RAN3 CRs for inclusive review.

We propose that RAN3 agrees these CRs after a quick check if necessary, so that they can be sent to RAN #95-e for approval.

Proposal 3: Quickly check the 4 already endorsed CRs and agree them all, for final approval by RAN.
It will then be possible to close the inclusive language review activity in RAN3.
3 Conclusions and Proposals
Our proposals are summarized below.
Proposal 1: Discuss and agree Rapporteur CRs for TSs 36.413 and 25.402, if available, at this meeting to fix any outstanding non-inclusive terms.
Observation 1: When referring to clocks, replacing “slave” with “secondary” is not technically correct.
Observation 2: ITU inclusive language discussions are still in progress, but it seems they might follow a similar approach to 3GPP.

Observation 3: IEEE 1588 inclusive language discussions do not seem relevant to 3GPP RAN at this time.
Proposal 2: RAN3 should finalize the inclusive language review in Rel-17, although minor adjustments might be needed once other SDOs conclude their work.
Proposal 3: Quickly check the 4 already endorsed CRs and agree them all, for final approval by RAN.
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� In the latter case, the sentence would read as follows: “Reference Timing Signal: timing signal of specified performance that can be used as a timing source for a slave clock.”


� The necessary changes will affect some 210 ITU documents, with around 65 potentially non-inclusive terms. � REF _Ref95122061 \r \h ��[5]�


� SA2 had previously adopted “leader/follower” and proposed it to IEEE 1588 � REF _Ref95127224 \r \h ��[7]�, but this was not acceptable to them� REF _Ref95127370 \r \h ��[8]�.





